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Classification 

 
Unclassified 

Report No. 
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No. 

 

Report of  David Tolley 
Head of Environmental Health & Trading Standards 

 

Originating Officer:  
Kathy Driver 
Principal Licensing Officer 

 

Title  Licensing Act 2003  
Application for Review under Section 53 A of the 
Licensing Act 2003 for Oval Space, 29-32 The Oval, 
London E2 9DA 
 
Ward affected  
Bethnal Green West 
 

 
 
 

 
This is an addendum to the above report for Oval Space, 29-32 The Oval, 
London E2 9DA 
 
   
1.0 Representations from Responsible Authorities 
 
1.1 The consultation period for the section 53a review expired at midnight on 

21st September 2022.  The following representations were received 
within the regulated timeframe. 
 
Licensing Authority – See Appendix A 

 
 

2.0 Representations from other persons in support of the review 
 

2.1 The following local residents wish to support the Police review 
 
 

S Fernandez Appendix B 

G Lewis Appendix C 

O Olah Appendix D 

A Satikova Appendix E 

 
 

3.0 Representations from other persons against the review 
 

3.1 The following persons are in support of the premises  
 

Z. Davies Appendix F 

A Van Barren Appendix G 

 
3.2 A petition has been received supporting the venue, via the Night Time 

Industries Association. We received in excess of 1,700 emails via an 
NTIA contact email. It has been established 1134 were received within 
the required timeframe. I have included screenshots of the mechanism 
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for a person to do add themselves to the petition. All of the emails are 
identically worded and therefore include a sample of that wording for 
Members. See Appendix H. 
 
Members should note that given the numbers involved it has not been 
possible to verify the identity of those who responded and there is no 
opportunity for any person completing the form to add anything directly 
relating to their own experience of the venue.  
 

4.0 Police Evidence 
 

4.1 Additional Police evidence has been provided. See Appendix J 
 

5.0 Appendices 
 
 

Appendix A Representation from Licensing Authority 
 

Appendix B Representation from S. Fernandez  
 

Appendix C Representation from G. Lewis 
 

Appendix D       
 

Representation from O.Olah 

Appendix E       
 

Representation from A. Satikova 
 

Appendix F Representation from Z. Davies 
 

Appendix G Representation from A. Van-Barren 
 

Appendix H Petition via Night Time Industries Association 
  
Appendix J Additional Police Evidence 
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Kathy Driver

From: Corinne Holland
Sent: 21 September 2022 15:21
To: Licensing; Kathy Driver
Cc: CEMailbox-.TowerHamletsLicensing@met.police.uk
Subject: LA REP - Oval Space
Attachments: LA.Rep.CH.Complete.pdf

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Completed

Please see replacement representation from the Licensing Authority. 
 
Kind regards 
 
Corinne Holland 
Licensing Officer 
Environmental Health and Trading Standards 
Place Directorate 
London Borough of Tower Hamlets 
2nd Floor, Mulberry Place 
5 Clove Crescent 
London 
E14 2BG 
 
020 7364 3986 
www.towerhamlets.gov.uk  
 
Follow us on: 
Facebook | Twitter | LinkedIn | Instagram 
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Licensing Authority: licensing@towerhamlets.gov.uk 
 
 
 
21st September 2022 
 
Your reference 
My reference: LIC/152700/CH 
 
 
Dear Licensing Authority, 

Licensing Act 2003 
Police Review: Oval Space, 29-32 The Oval, London, E2 9DT 

 
The Licensing Authority (acting a Responsible Authority) is making a representation to support the 
police review against this premises for undermining the licensing objectives, namely crime & disorder 
and public nuisance. 
 
This is the second police review which has been served recently on the Licensing Authority for this 
premise. The first review was served on 26/7/21 after one person was stabbed in the leg and another 
stabbed in the stomach. This incident highlighted poor management at the premises and inadequate 
security staff. This matter was heard at the Licensing Sub Committee on 09/11/21 whereby the hours 
for their 44 non- standard days were reduced and conditions attached. 
This decision was appealed by the Premise Licence Holder but subsequently a consent order was 
agreed and signed between parties on or just before the 9th May 2022. I attach the agreed signed 
consent order. 
 
The re-issued Premise Licence now has the following non-standard hours: 
 
Non-standard timings 
On 44 occasions in the year falling on a Friday, Saturday, Sundays and Bank Holidays, sale by retail 
of alcohol shall extend until 04:00 hours (the following day), the provision of regulated entertainment 
shall extend until 04:00 hours (the following day), and the provision of late-night refreshments shall 
extend until 03:00 hours (the following day).  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

PLACE Directorate 
Public Realm 
 

Environmental Health & Trading Standards 

Licensing & Safety Team 

Mulberry Place 

5 Clove Crescent 

London E14 2BG 
 
Tel: 020 7364 3986 
Email: licensing@towerhamlets.gov.uk 
 
www.towerhamlets.gov.uk 
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This current police review refers to an incident on 30/08/22 whereby police were called to a male who 
had been shot in the legs. It was reported that gunshots were fired in the club at about 04:15am and 
he had run from the club.  
 
The event which was advertised for Oval Space that evening was Bashment Party x Red Cup – 
Notting Hill Carnival After Party. It was advertised from Monday 29th August 11:00pm to Tuesday 30th 
August 2022 at 05:00 am. I attach a screenshot of the advert for the event. 
 
In the police Summary Review it stated that security reported a bang on the dance floor at 04:15am 
whereby they had to turn on the lights of the upstairs dance floor and search it and those present. By 
this comment, from the security, it would suggest that the dance floor was still in use and dispersal 
was not already occurring. The hours for regulated entertainment (as well as the sale of alcohol) is 
04:00 hours, so on the balance of probability the music was likely to still be playing at this point. It 
would be unlikely that the suspect to this shooting would fire a gun when no music was taking place, 
or if he had more people might have noticed it was in fact a gun shot. 
 
The Licensing Authority is also concerned that despite having the following condition on the Premise 
Licence the suspect managed to get a gun inside the club.  
 
(Condition 22) A written search policy that aims to prevent customers or staff bringing illegal 
drugs, weapons or other illegal items onto the premises at any time shall be in place and 
operate at the premises.  
 
It appears that security allowed an accomplice to bypass the queue and then once inside be passed 
a bag, which more than likely contained the firearm, by the suspect who was still outside. Whether 
the security staff were aware of what was occurring and turned a blind eye, or just neglectful in their 
duty, either way this inadequate level of security cannot be acceptable. The advert also states ‘Dress 
Smart Casual, No Tracksuits or Hoods’ however it appears this suspect group were allowed to enter 
dressed in this style. Why were the security letting them inside dressed like this if they have a dress 
code to enforce? 
 
One of the conditions which was added to the Premise Licence at the Licensing Sub Committee 
Review Hearing on the 9th November 2021 and agreed on the consent order in May 2022 was the 
following:  
 
(Condition 34) The premises licence holder shall give the London Borough of Tower Hamlets 
a months’ notice of when an event taking advantage of the non-standard timings is taking 
place.  
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According to our records the Licensing Authority has not received any notification from the premise 
licence holder of any events taking place. I have attached two additional screen shots taken from the 
internet as examples of the events being advertised beyond their licensable hours.  One is for an 
advertised event called Bethnal Green Disco Festival, showed for Saturday 13th August 2022 with the 
advertised hours of 16:30 hours – 06:00 hours. The second advert is for an event called Fodase Eu 
Quero E Funk + MC Cabelinho which is shown as yet to take place on Friday 7th October 2022 
advertised as 23:00 hours – 05:00 hours. I also attach a summary of several more events (including 
these two) which have been found advertised on the internet for events at Oval Space. The majority 
of them are advertised beyond 04:00 hours. These show the management are openly advertising 
events beyond their licensable hours on a regular occurrence as well as not informing the Licensing 
Authority of these events. Therefore a repeated breach of Condition 34. 
 
For information purposes from Licensing Authority records I note that there has been no Temporary 
Event Notices (TEN) applied for since the Consent Order was agreed in May 2022. There has 
however been a variation to the Designated Premise Supervisor (DPS) on 01/07/22 to Salma 
Massioui Belgada. 
 
According the Licensing Authority records we have received the following resident complaints since 
May 2022: 
 

1. 04/06/22 – Jubilee weekend – 1000+ revellers spill into the street and cause havoc. Drunken 
behaviour, screaming, playing loud music, breaking bottles, drug dealing, NOX balloons, 
fighting, with very little security to keep it under control. Regular occurrence over Thursday-
Saturdays. 
 

2. 23/07/22 – Noise, strong base music causing vibrations and disrupting sleep, People drinking, 
talking loudly, singing in the Oval at 6.00am or earlier. Cleanliness is bad with customers 
leaving rubbish, pizza, beer cans, condoms and drugs round the corner. Loads of drug dealing 
in the corners. 
 

3. 08/08/22 – Lots of mess being left outside when nightclub operating. 
 

The Licensing Authority believes there is a blatant disregard for the law by the management of this 
premises. Having only just had their Premise Licence reviewed last year they appear not to have 
sufficiently improved their management controls which has allowed this very serious incident to take 
place. Firing a gun in a busy night club could have led to other serious injuries or death to innocent 
bystanders 
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We cannot allow premises to operate within Tower Hamlets who continue to breach their licence and 
cause serious crime and disorder and public nuisance and therefore support the police request for a 
revocation of the Premise Licence. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 

Corinne Holland 
Licensing Officer 
corinne.holland@towerhamlets.gov.uk  
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Oval Space Non-Standard Events: 

 

Event Date Timings Event promotion 
21st May 2022 23:00 – 05:00 House Warming 
4th June 2022 16:00 – 06:00 Fever 105 – Hackney Summer Disco 
18th June 2022 16:00 – 04:00 Soul in the Horn London 
24th June 2022 22:00 – 04:00 Taloboman all Night long 
16th July 2022 22:00 - 05:00 Slumped LDN London Biggest Drinking Party 
30th July 2022 22:00 – 06:00 Chapter 10 x Body Movements After Hours 
13th August 2022 16:30 – 06:00 Bethnal Green disco Festival 
19th August 2022 22:00 – 05:00 Percolate 
3rd September 2022 14:00 – 06:00 Secretsundaze 20th Birthday Party 
30th September 2022 23:00 – 05:00 Mayhem London 
7th October 2022 23:00 – 05:00 Fodase Eu Quero E Funk + MC Cabelinho 
22nd October 2022 22:00 – 06:00 Fever 105 Intergalactic space Disco 
28th October 2022 23:00 – 05:00 Funk in Rio Halloween 
   

 

Page 24



1

Kathy Driver

From: Ibrahim Hussain
Sent: 23 September 2022 18:22
To: Simmi Yesmin; Licensing; Kathy Driver
Subject: The Oval 29-32, London E2 9DT - Representation 
Attachments: TheOval29-32.LAREP.RoadClosureAdd.22.pdf

Dear Licensing Authority 
 
I write further to our representation of support for the review of this premises licence made by the police, 
dated 21st September 2022 relating road closer.  The Licensing Authority (acting as a Responsible 
Authority) wishes to add further evidence to our Representation, which relates to visits by our Late Night 
Levy-funded police patrols. 
 
Please find the attached representation of support for the review. 
 
 
Kind regards 
 
Ibrahim Hussain 
Licensing Officer 
Licensing and Safety Team 
Environmental Health and Trading Standards 
Place Directorate 
London Borough of Tower Hamlets 
2nd Floor, Mulberry Place 
5 Clove Crescent 
London 
E14 2BG 
 
020 7364 3329 
 
Licensing Hotline 020 7364 5008 
Licensing General Email: licensing@towerhamlets.gov.uk 
Please visit our web page for application forms and guidance at www.towerhamlets.gov.uk/licensing 
www.towerhamlets.gov.uk  
Follow us on: 
Facebook | Twitter | LinkedIn | Instagram 
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Licensing Authority: licensing@towerhamlets.gov.uk 
 
 
 
23rd September 2022 
 
Your reference 
My reference: LIC/152700/IH 
 
 
Dear Licensing Authority, 

Licensing Act 2003 
Police Review: Oval Space, 29-32 The Oval, London, E2 9DT 

 
I write further to our representation of support for the review of this premises licence made by the 
police, dated 21st September 2022.  The Licensing Authority (acting a Responsible Authority) wishes 
to add further evidence to our Representation, which relates to visits by our Late Night Levy funded 
police patrols. 
 
These visits detailed in the table below.  The parts in bold and highlighted show that the premises 
has closed the road(s) on a number of occasions in 2021 and 2022. 
 

Visit by  Visit date 
Visit 
Time 

Description 

LNL Funded 
Police  

25/11/2021 
01:00-
01:20 

Oval Space Chase and status at venue. Around 820 at the venue, 
checked at 01:00. Venue planned to close at 02:30. Security on scene. 
They had stated a few ejections had been made and none were any 
further issues. All was apparently under control. They had closed the 
road off to prevent the issues driving into the road. 
Ross stated that a resident kicked off due to the road closure despite 
there being a security guard posted there to move the cone. Ross said 
the resident may call police however stated they were trying to 
manage the best possible. 
All seemed to be under control to police. 
Officers were given a tour of Canvas, a venue across the road which is 
used as a back stage. 
From a policing perspective, these venues appear to be running very 
well. Informed that Ross has recently become the manager and DPS of 
the venues. No issues at all. 
Spoke to organiser Ross Melinn 

PLACE Directorate 
Public Realm 
 

Environmental Health & Trading Standards 

Licensing & Safety Team 

Mulberry Place 

5 Clove Crescent 

London E14 2BG 
 
Tel: 020 7364 3986 
Email: licensing@towerhamlets.gov.uk 
 
www.towerhamlets.gov.uk 
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LNL Funded 
Police  

04/02/2022 02:00 

Actual visit time: 0200hrs - Officers spoke with Christopher Howell who 
stated he was the venue manager for both Pickle Factory and the Oval 
Space this evening.  
The Oval Space was estimated to have 500 persons attending and 
closing at 0400hrs. The pickle factory was estimated to have 250 
persons attending closing at 0600hrs.  
There was extensive searches being conducted by door staff. Howell 
had stated that council staff had attended already this evening as they 
had car blocking the road to keep the area safe for their guests. 
Officers stated to Howell that he isn’t allowed to just close the road 
and would need to lease with the council should he want temporary 
road closures out in place on event nights.  
There was lots of vehicles parked up around the area clearly from 
people attending these venues to drive home which could make it 
difficult for some vehicles to get around the Oval.  
 
No issues or concerns surrounding searches, ASB, door staff not 
wearing badges, NOX or drug use and public urination.  

LNL Funded 
Police  

15/04/2022 0130 hrs 

Officers attended the Oval Space and Pickle Factory and spoke with 
Christopher, event manager for both premises. The Oval space had 
between 800-900 people expected with it closing at 0500hrs and Pickle 
Factory had approximately 50 people expected to attend closing at 
0600hrs. Christopher stated he had no problems up until this point of 
the evening. Upon our arrival there was cones out in the road on the 
oval junction with Emma Street. Christopher was asked if he got 
permission from the council for the road closure which he stated he 
had asked but they hadn’t replied as of yet due to an ongoing court 
case so believed it wasn’t a problem.  

LNL Funded 
Police  

02/07/2022 01:00 

Road closures in place with SIA security. Police asked for the road 
closures to be removed. We spoke to the new general manager 
Salma BELGADA who is the manager for both venues and she 
apologised for the road closures. 
 
No Nox sellers outside the venue and around 250 customers waiting 
to inside the venue. The front of house was is in order. A few street 
drinkers waiting to go inside the venue. 
 
Visit conducted at 0100 hours. All door supervisors at both venues with 
SIA ID cards on display. No sign of Nox Sellers or Drug Dealing or Taking 
outside both venues 
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LNL Funded 
Police  

16/07/2022 
0200-
0300 

The Oval space and the Oval –hackney road.  We patrol few time. 
Spoken security,  and manger FLAVIA  
They having 420 at the Oval and 520 at The oval Space.  
Play hard  
They will be closing at 0400 hours. Regarding the barrier at the street, 
they will remove it and will no put until they have permission to do 
it. 
 No issue or problem so far. 
 
No Street drinking or public urination noticed 

 
This is yet more evidence that the there is a blatant disregard for the law by the management of this 
premises.  Having not sought to close this road via a Temporary Traffic Regulation Orders necessary 
agencies such as emergency services would not have been informed.  Moreover, this could 
constitute a breach of the Highways Act 1980 for obstructing the highway.  This is more evidence the 
Licence Holder has not managed this premises properly, which adds to the lack of management by 
where this serious incident occurred, namely the firing a gun in a busy night club. 
 
Please include this additional information in the Licensing Authority’s representation of support for the 
police review seeking revocation of this premises licence, which this Authority supports. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 
 
 

Ibrahim Hussain 

Licensing Officer 

ibrahim.hussain@towerhamlets.gov.uk  
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Kathy Driver

From: Sebastian Fernandez 
Sent: 21 September 2022 18:18
To: Licensing
Subject: Re: Review of Premise License - the oval space

I confirm I am happy to  continue with the representation and include my details. 
 
Sebastian fernandez 
 
On Wed, 21 Sep 2022 at 11:12, Licensing <Licensing@towerhamlets.gov.uk> wrote: 

Dear Mr. Fernandez,  

  

Thank you for your email, I am afraid the laws do not prevent us from withholding your details.  

  

If you wish to remain confidential you must contact your local Councillor and request them to make a 
representation on your behalf. Please see guidance: www.towerhamlets.gov.uk/representation for 
further information.  

  

The licence holders and their representatives have the right to view details of the representations and 
have copies and should the matter be appealed following any decision, the matter will be in the public 
domain.  

  

The cut off for representations is midnight tonight (21st September 2022) 

  

If you wish to continue with your representation and include your details then can you pleases confirm 
this by midnight today.  

  

  

Kind Regards,  

Kathy Driver 
Principal Licensing Officer 
Licensing & Safety Team 
Place Directorate 
London Borough of Tower Hamlets 
Mulberry Place 
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5 Clove Crescent 
London E14 2BG 

020 7364 5171 

Licensing Hotline 020 7364 5008 

Licensing General Email: licensing@towerhamlets.gov.uk  

Please visit our web page for application forms and guidance 
at www.towerhamlets.gov.uk/licensing 

www.towerhamlets.gov.uk 

Follow us on: Facebook | Twitter | LinkedIn | Instagram 

  

From: Sebastian Fernandez >  
Sent: 20 September 2022 22:19 
To: Licensing <Licensing@towerhamlets.gov.uk> 
Subject: Review of Premise License - the oval space 

  

Hi, 

  

It has come to my attention the application to review the premise license for the oval space. And as mentioned in 
the letter I am reaching out to make some comments on both public safety and public nuisances. I would 
appreciate it if this is kept confidential and names not shared with the oval representatives.  

  

Public safety: 

We appreciate the oval space as a party venue (I have been there a few times and enjoyed it), but unfortunately 
during the last year we have seen how it has led to a deterioration of the safety of the area in general. The key 
things to mention here are: 

     - Drunk and drugged people during and after their parties are the norm when they operate. I have personally 
been confronted by  people leaving the site and have not felt safe at all - Also, very often people make 
inappropriate comments towards my girlfriend so she does not feel safe either. This has happened in front of the 
oval, but also in the neighbouring streets which are dark and lonely. 

- I have witnessed people taking and selling drugs in the oval square during the events. There is laughing gas and 
they leave all of the metal pipes in the neighbouring streets, but also weed and cocaine. I have seen people selling 
them to the people in the queue or waiting outside. I have been offered myself when coming home and declined 
the offer, only to be verbally agression by the dealer.  

-We heard about the shooting last weekend in the oval, and also about the shooting in cambridge heath 2 weeks 
ago. I won't pretend to know if they are related, but the one last weekend is very concerning and does not help us 
feel safer. I understand the police are looking at that.  
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Public nuisance: 

The impact on dirtiness and noise in the area is also the norm. I acknowledge the improvements they made earlier 
last year regarding the cleaning (and after we challenged them a lot about it), but unfortunately this is limited to 
the front of the oval, and does not seem to fit any waste management program. The bin boxes stay there for days 
before the trucks come to clean. There are a few other problems: 

- The neighbouring streets are also full of cans, bottles, food packs etc sold inside. People leave the venue and walk 
around and just throw garbage wherever they want. 

- The Noise from people leaving at 6 am when they close itsvery loud. Drunk people screaming i the oval square are 
very inconsiderate and wake up the neighbours. 

  

Noise: 

Besides the noise from people, there is very strong noise and vibrations coming from the music. Sometimes they 
just decide to turn the music on louder and with stronger basses, and very often play the music in the terrace 
where there is no isolation whatsoever. These  impact our development with no attenuated propagation path. A 
few relevant points here: 

  

- their current studies from 2017 are based on the tests performed on the residential units past the gas holders, 
and later on with the lithuanian church which is pretty isolated. However, since then the empress works have been 
completed and are inhabited but no noise assessment has been performed with us since it was completed. This 
should be done again to ensure the oval space noise levels are within the thresholds of D.ES9. they are definitely 
not as per residents measures- especially when they play music on the terrace. It is hard to understand why the 
council concluded that  the ‘agent of change’ Policy D12 does not hold when addressing the marian place 
development, but nothing similar was done regarding the empress work development. In addition, it does not 
seem that they have built the additional isolation measures mentioned in the permission letter.  

  

- lastly: the application permission states that "7.15 As such, it is considered that no noise conflict would arise from 
the proposed development, because the temporary permission of the application in question is based on an end 
date that precedes the occupation of the first homes within the Marian Place Gasholder site".  It also states that 
"the Oval Space is not compatible with the proposed use of the land within the Local Plan as residential and 
employment development is the preferred use. As such, any permission given should be on a temporary basis and 
for the use to cease no later than 31 August 2023".  I think given all the above problems, any further renewals of 
the license should address these issues and consider the empress work development, as well as the one in 5-20, The 
Oval, London, E2 9DX with reference 

PA/22/01612/A1 

, and the fact that this is now a residential area- and not an abandoned industrial complex like some years ago. 

  

Sadly and despite me being a big fan of the parties there for many years, it really seems to me that the above 
indicate clear issues in safety, public nuisance and noise. I hope that if the council decides to renew the license it 
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should be under stricter conditions than now. We want to see the area strive and hopefully they can be part of the 
future of the area, but no under current conditions.  

  

Sebastian Fernandez 

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

Page 33



Appendix C 

  

Page 34



1

Kathy Driver

From: Graham Lewis 
Sent: 20 September 2022 17:56
To: Licensin
Cc:

Subject: Re: Oval space license review
Attachments: Bank Holiday Weekend_Oval Space.pdf

Hi Kathy, 
 
I'm more than happy to have my representation included in the review, as I'm 
sure and others would be.  
 
My address is 
Graham Lewis  

Attached is a precious email I sent for complaint and would like that to be submitted in addition to the 
latest correspondence in this email thread. 
 
I plan to attend the hearing. 
 
Regards and thank you, 
 
Graham 
 
 
 
On Tue, Sep 20, 2022 at 5:31 PM Licensing <Licensing@towerhamlets.gov.uk> wrote: 

Thank you for your email.  

  

If you wish your email to be included as a representation as part of the Police review, we will require your 
address in order to do so. If you do not wish to divulge your address, you should contact your local 
Councillor so that they can make a representation on your behalf.  

  

If you are representing residents you should make this clear which Residents Association you are acting 
for and who you are representing.  For further details on making a representation, please see our advice 
at www.towerhamlets.gov.uk/representation  

  

Any valid representations will be considered by the Members at the Licensing Sub Committee due to be 
held on Tuesday 27th September 2022. Due to the nature of the review being made, we are under strict 
timeframes in terms of consultation and the hearing and would therefore require your details by 
midnight 21st September 2022 when the consultation closes.  
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The hearing is a public meeting and any persons that have made a valid representation will be invited to 
attend.  The hearing is hybrid and therefore you can attend either in person or online via Teams. The 
meeting is due to be held at Town Hall,  Mulberry Place, 5 Clove Crescent, London E14 2BG at 6:30pm. 
Details of all Licensing Sub Committee hearings can be found here: 
http://democracy.towerhamlets.gov.uk/ieListMeetings.aspx?CommitteeId=366 

  

Please note when making representation the applicant has the right to view all representations. Should 
any decision be appealed the matter will be decided at Magistrates Court, this will put the case in the 
public domain and you maybe asked to attend Court to be a witness for the Appeal.  

  

Kind Regards,  

Kathy Driver 
Principal Licensing Officer 
Licensing & Safety Team 
Place Directorate 
London Borough of Tower Hamlets 
Mulberry Place 
5 Clove Crescent 
London E14 2BG 

020 7364 5171 

Licensing General Email: licensing@towerhamlets.gov.uk  

Please visit our web page for application forms and guidance 
at www.towerhamlets.gov.uk/licensing 

www.towerhamlets.gov.uk 

Follow us on: Facebook | Twitter | LinkedIn | Instagram 

  

From: Graham Lewis <   
Sent: 19 September 2022 17:29 
To: ; 

; Licensing <Licensing@towerhamlets.gov.uk> 
Cc: i  
Subject: Oval space license review 

  

Hello All, 
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I understand the Oval Space license is under review following a shooting that took place last month. As a resident 
of The Oval, I actively encourage, no I implore you to revoke the license of their venues, for many years, they have 
been a constant nuisance, noise polluter and a social disturbance resulting in ridiculous levels of anti-social 
behaviour. This behaviour has disrupted and impacted the life of the oval residents and our community. We do not 
want sleepless nights, living in fear, shootings, drug dealings, unlicensed food sellers and fights, every single 
weekend!!! I'd like to outline a typical weekend for all residents. 

  

Thursday, Friday, Saturday, Sunday (Bank Holidays) 

  

After a hard day of work, you relax into an evening, cooking and calming down after a week of work. At 11pm, the 
cones come out closing the entrance of the oval space, the 'security team' marshall the pavement, the music starts 
up, you can hear the base in the flat. Come 12 pm, drunken party goers consume the pavement and street, 
drinking, taking hippy crack balloons, dealing drugs and yelling at each other in drunken splendor. Around 2am, the 
noise drops before the second wave descends at 3-4am, waking up the household with their even worse behaviour, 
standing outside the residents flats, yelling, screaming, taking more balloons, more drinking, the security team 
watching on, doing nothing to protect residents rights for peace and quality living. 

  

It's now 5-6am, as early party goers exit the venues, drunk and incapacitated, stumbling around where they 
congregate for hours into the morning, often still at large at 7am, as they feed through the illegal street vendors, 
yet more hippy crack, more drinking and eating. Needless to say, my night and morning has been ruined, it is 
impossible to enjoy a weekend. To say it's an irritation would be a lie, it is an amboloation that a venue can operate 
with such disregard for its residents. Truly, it's disgusting and I fear saying anything to the party goers in the early 
hours of the morning, for fear of violence, or having things thrown towards the flat. 

  

The above is very typical, the morning after the night before, it's awful, walking outside the front door, half eaten 
food littering the streets, a plethora of nitrous bottles from the balloon users all over the road and pavement, 
broken glass everywhere, again the venue just leaves it for the council. It makes the street very unpleasant.  

  

The last few times, I have had my niece staying, she is 6. Have you ever seen a 6yr old scared and crying non-stop 
between 5-6am as the drunken people continue partying and yelling and fighting. Is this how you want your 
constituents to live?  

  

Given the latest shooting, I'm sure you have enough evidence to close the venue. The Dolphin in Hackney was 
recently shut down for much less (a glassing) and you will be doing us all a favour if you do the right thing. Please 
close the Oval Space and its associated bars such as Pickle Factory. 

  

NB. How do we find out about the outcome of the review? 

  

The residents of the oval. 
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Graham 

  

 Archive 2.zip 
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Kathy Driver

From: Orsolya Olah >
Sent: 20 September 2022 18:16
To: Licensing
Subject: Re: Oval Space license

Hi,  
 
Thank you for your answer.  
 
I do wish my email to be included, my address is   
 
Kind Regards, 
Orsolya Olah 
 
On Tue, 20 Sep 2022 at 18:00, Licensing <Licensing@towerhamlets.gov.uk> wrote: 

Thank you for your email. 

  

If you wish your email to be included as a representation as part of the Police review, we will require your 
address in order to do so. If you do not wish to divulge your address, you should contact your local 
Councillor so that they can make a representation on your behalf.  

  

If you wish to resubmit a representation, the consultation close date is: midnight on 21st September 2022 

  

  

Kind Regards,  

Kathy Driver 
Principal Licensing Officer 
Licensing & Safety Team 
Place Directorate 
London Borough of Tower Hamlets 
Mulberry Place 
5 Clove Crescent 
London E14 2BG 

020 7364 5171 

Licensing Hotline 020 7364 5008 

Licensing General Email: licensing@towerhamlets.gov.uk  

Please visit our web page for application forms and guidance 
at www.towerhamlets.gov.uk/licensing 
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www.towerhamlets.gov.uk 

Follow us on: Facebook | Twitter | LinkedIn | Instagram 

  

From: Orsolya Olah   
Sent: 19 September 2022 19:20 
To: Licensing <Licensing@towerhamlets.gov.uk>;  

Subject: Oval Space license 

  

Hi,  

  

We are living opposite to oval space. We love the people, the area and the atmosphere. But since Oval Space 
management changed we have sleepless nights with a lot of fear and stress.  

  

Many times I had to call the police, as I am scared to send away the loud people at 3, 4, 5 am in the morning from 
in front of my flat. Police never came, so I had to go out and speak with the drunk aggressive people that they 
should just leave after the event finished.  

  

Many times jerk chicken were sold in front my flat, I also called the police after I kindly asked the gentlemen to 
move his stand, as I can’t really sleep with the full of smoke and chicken smell in the flat.  He did not really care 
about the tenants, and he continued to sell ( I’m not too sure that he has a licence) his chicken. For the morning we 
find everywhere boxes with chicken bones, and left over food. I can’t open my window as the flies are coming into 
our flat.  

  

Security usually singing with the crowd, I’m afraid their jobs should be sending home the people after the events 
finished, as it’s a residential area.  

  

Many times I am waking up for shouting, and the last time which is giving me more fear I heard a constantly 
shooting. Next morning police were everywhere in the area, close the streets. They were looking for evidences. The 
police officer just asked me check google. Of course, shooting in oval space.  

  

Many times I kindly ask the people who is parking in front of my flat stop showing his new car’s engine for his 
friends in the middle of the morning.  
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Many times I see the priest  from the church next to oval space cleaning the streets after a Friday Saturday fun 
night. Sometimes I got surprise how come in this times people can just leave their rubbish, balloons, bottles 
everywhere in the streets. Disgusting!!! 

  

We are so tired to living in a fear. We don’t mind if people having fun. I can go to a venue enjoy the music too. But 
not in the street in the middle of a morning. In the last year we had no weekend with a proper rest and sleep. 

  

Please don’t let Oval Space renew their licenses!  

  

Kind Regards,  

Orsolya Olah  
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Kathy Driver

From: Aleksandra Satikova 
Sent: 20 September 2022 16:32
To: Licensing
Subject: Oval Space - License

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Completed

Dear Tower Hamlets team, 
 
Hope you are well. I am writing with regards to the license for the Oval Space. 
 
I have been living here for quite some time, and believe that the Oval Space brings unnecessary stress to the 
community. Drunk people trashing the streets, behaving inappropriately (i.e. taking a poo on the streets) and 
shouting loudly after leaving the venue at 6-7am during the week. 
 
Secondly, I witnessed a couple of cases of drug dealing at 2am next to the Oval space for people who were going in 
and out of the venue. It is of no interest to make the Oval space as a drug dealing space. I believe that there will be 
CCTV records for this from our development. 
 
Finally, due to the lack of sound isolation, the music played until 6-7am will actually surpass the noise allowance. It is 
very inconsiderate of the venue. We did request the council service to come in to measure the noise but before they 
came to us the Oval Space was asked to lower down the noise. This is nothing else but an indication that it is not 
following the required rule for noise. 
 
Finally, taking all things into consideration and how much dirt is brought after the parties which is left there for a 
couple of days before cleaned - I think the Oval space needs to do some massive improvements, this also includes 
their sound isolation. The license has to be reviewed as at the time of the issue there wasn’t a big house of 
residents. If the area is growing in terms of residential places, then the Oval space needs to either find a new venue 
or change the type of parties they hold. 
 
 
My address: 

  

  

 
Hope this helps. 
 
Sasha  
--  
Aleksandra Satikova
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Kathy Driver

From: Zoe Davies <
Sent: 17 September 2022 19:34
To: Licensing
Subject: Oval space

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Completed

Hello, 
 
I’m writing in support of Oval Space. It is one of the best, safest most inclusive and innovative venues in East 
London. I’ve been going to events at Oval Space since I moved to London 8 years ago, usually to see electronic music 
but I’ve also been to some incredible LGBTQ+ and community choir events. It’s an iconic venue which attracts the 
best in the business. It’s well established and has, as far as I’ve always experienced, dedicated staff who care about 
the well-being of attendees. 
 
On my most recent visit in May this year for Secret Sundaze, I met some wonderful people, including a young 
woman who had recently fled Ukraine and sought asylum in London. She was having a great time and she clearly felt 
safe and included. 
 
For Oval Space to close down would be a huge loss to the community. 
 
Best wishes, 
Zoe Davies  
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Kathy Driver

From: Amy Van-Baaren <
Sent: 21 September 2022 21:30
To: Licensing
Subject: Reference: Review of Premises License – LN144669 – The Oval Space 29 – 32 The 

Oval, London , E2 9DT

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Completed

To whom it may concern,  
 
I am writing with regard to the review of the license for The Oval Space 29 – 32 The Oval, London, E2 9DT.  
 
My name is Amy Van-Baaren, I am Head of Community at Resident Advisor (RA). Established in 2001, RA is an online 
music magazine and community platform that’s dedicated to showcasing electronic music, artists and events across 
the globe. RA combines high-quality writing and film features with listings, directories and industry tools, creating an 
ecosystem of content and services for an audience of over 40 million users.  With an audience spanning music fans, 
club goers, DJs, producers, venue owners, promoters and record labels, RA plays an indispensable role in supporting 
the electronic music industry worldwide.  
 
As the Head of Community, my role is to serve and support the communities that make up electronic music, I have 
been working in this field for over a decade. In my professional, and personal capacity I can confirm that I am a 
patron of the Oval Space venue in London, I have frequented the venue on many occasions, and have found the 
management, security and staff to be extremely professional. 
 
It is a safe environment where I have never seen crime/disorder or under age customers. The operators clearly 
promote the licensing objectives. 
 
Within London, Oval Space is seen as a safe and inclusive space for people to enjoy a wide range of cultural activities 
from art exhibitions, live and recorded music, and is a preferred venue for corporate events and filming. 
 
The venue has a considerable workforce and is one of the key employers of young people within the area. It 
supports a wide range of businesses and freelancers within the local community and across London, contributing to 
the local economy. 
 
Oval space is seen as one of the leading venues in the UK, listed within the Top 100 venues by DJ Magazine and 
Mixmag on a global platform. 
 
Over the last three years we have lost a huge amount of businesses across the sector. This venue is one of the 
important iconic venues in London, and if lost would have a considerable impact on the cultural tapestry of the 
capital. 
 
Please could I ask you to consider the importance of this space to London and culture across the UK, the part it plays 
within the local economy and the impact this would have on the 100’s of thousands of customers that enjoy a safe 
night out every year. 
 
Kind Regards 
 
Amy Van-Baaren 
 
 
--  
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Amy Van-Baaren 
Head of Community · she/her 
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he contents of this 

email are confidential to the ordinary user of the email address to which it was addressed. No one else may copy, 
forward, or publish all or any of this email or any attachments in any form. If you receive this email in error, please let 
us know at privacy@ra.co  
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Kathy Driver

From: WordPress < k>
Sent: 21 September 2022 21:50
To: Licensing
Subject: "Reference: Review of Premises License – LN144669 - The Oval Space 29 - 32 The 

Oval, London , E2 9DT"

From:  > 
Address:   
 
Reference: Review of Premises License – LN144669 - The Oval Space 29 - 32 The Oval, London , E2 9DT 
 
I am writing with regard to the review of the license for The Oval Space 29 - 32 The Oval, London, E2 9DT 
 
I am a patron of the Oval Space venue in London, I have frequented the venue on many occasions, and have found 
the management, security and staff to be extremely professional. 
 
Within London, Oval Space is seen as a safe and inclusive space for people to enjoy a wide range of cultural activities 
from art exhibitions, live and recorded music, and is a preferred venue for corporate events and filming. 
 
It is a safe environment where I have never seen crime/disorder or under age customers. The operators clearly 
promote the licensing objectives. 
 
The venue has a considerable workforce and is one of the key employers of young people within the area. It 
supports a wide range of businesses and freelancers within the local community and across London, contributing to 
the local economy. 
 
Oval space is seen as one of the leading venues in the UK, listed within the Top 100 venues by DJ Magazine and 
Mixmag on a global platform. 
 
Over the last three years we have lost a huge amount of businesses across the sector. This venue is one of the 
important iconic venues in London, and if lost would have a considerable impact on the cultural tapestry of the 
capital. 
 
Please could I ask you to consider the importance of this space to London and culture across the UK, the part it plays 
within the local economy and the impact this would have on the 100's of thousands of customers that enjoy a safe 
night out every year. 
 
Kind Regards 
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The following visits have taken place to Oval Space since the review papers were submitted: 

 

26th September 2021  

Pc Perry and Pc Leban visited at around 01:00, the venue was not at capacity, there was a Bruce 

Springsteen Birthday Party event taking place. As we went up the stairs into the venue we observed 

two drunk males, one so drunk he walked into a wall before stumbling down the stairs nearly falling 

over. Another male was also clearly drunk, his speech was slurred and he was unsteady on his feet 

and he spent 5 minutes giggling while showing PC Leban pictures of his burnt down lorry as we waited 

for the manager. 

 

We asked to see alcohol refusal log which showed 4 refusals in 3 months, 3 of which were from one 

event on the 1st of August. We pointed out to the manager that  the refusals log was unacceptable as 

there were so few refusals it was simply not believable they had so few drunk people, especially given 

the two drunk people we had seen as we entered the venue.  

 

We also looked at incident log which showed that at some events there were significant amounts of 

drugs still being found on customers inside the venue, after they had been through the searching at 

the entrance. We also found 3 bags of drugs on a clipboard with no details on them. We have no idea 

how long the drugs had been there, or if any of the drugs had been removed. They should have been 

stored in the safe. Told that these bags should be filled out and put in the safe immediately 

 

10th September 2021. 

PC Perry and PC Ward visited the venue around 2:30 am, the venue was at capacity as there was an 

after party for the “Body Movements Festival” taking place. We observed the crowd and there were 

a few intoxicated people who were unsteady on their feet, and their eyes were glazed and were clearly 

drunk. We pointed this out to the manager and told him our concerns as many of the customers would 

have been drinking at the Body Movements Festival earlier in the day, and therefore much more at 

risk of becoming vulnerable through drink and drugs, therefore much closer observation was needed. 

We asked to see the refusals log, which showed only one new entry in the two weeks since our last 

visit, and that was dated for August 2021. We spoke to the manager about this who admitted that the 

refusal logs were still not being used despite visits by Police and a Licensing Review being instigated. 
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The manager said that he was working to bring the Oval Space up to standard but that there was lots 

of work to be done.  

 

The following Crimes have taken place at the Oval, since November 2019. The reason we have gone 

back two years is twofold, firstly the venue has been closed for a period due to Covid legislation so we 

need to go back a reasonable amount of time to get a clear picture of crimes at the venue. Second, 

the crimes below will show a clear pattern of crime and disorder, especially violence taking place at 

Oval Space.  

 

4th June 2021 – Sexual Assault 

At about 10:45pm a  female customer claimed that she was sexually assaulted by a male groping her 

breasts and that another male had then exposed himself to her.  The woman was then followed into 

a toilet by the male who had groped her. Both the victim and a witness were to quote the venue staff 

“Quite Intoxicated”. 

Although the venue staff did offer care to the victim, and get statements they did not inform Police 

until 2 days after the incident. 

Crime report 4215945/21 refers. 

 

5th December 2020 - Assault 

At about 10:40 pm  the victim states he was in the club when a male who he did not know came up 

from behind and grabbed him around the neck until he passed out. The victim regained consciousness 

lying on the floor. Moments later the same suspect did it again. 

The victim complained to the premises manager who told him that both events were captured on the 

in premises CCTV. The victim states he is still experiencing chest and neck pain as a result of this 

assault. 

The manager was contacted by Police and the CCTV supplied, which showed the offence taking place, 

but the CCTV is of poor quality and Police are unable to identify the suspect. 

Crime report 4235346/20 refers. 
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14th November 2020 - Drugs 

Police were conducting mobile patrols when their attention was drawn to a vehicle parked up on The 

Oval. When Police pulled up along side the driver was seen to gulp furiously at water. In the E2 area 

this is common with drug dealers swallowing drugs to prevent Police recovering them.  

Pc JORDAN 3701u approached male in the front passenger seat of the vehicle where there was an 

immediate smell of cannabis. The passenger also admitted to having cannabis on his person.  

Three  small bags of herbal cannabis were found in his jacket and he was given a Community 

Resolution. 

Crime Report 4232463/20 refers 

 

16th February 2020 –  Stabbing 

At about 03:30 the victim has. He stated that he was in the middle of the dance floor when he felt two 

jabs to his back. He did not see who assaulted him or what implement was used. He then approached 

security and informed them that he felt like he had been stabbed and received two puncture wounds 

to his back. He was then taken out back to be treated and the London Ambulance Service (LAS) called. 

It was the LAS and not the venue who called for the police to attend. 

Police  arrived on scene first, were directed to were the victim was being treated. The victim told Police 

that he does not know why this has happened. He had not been involved in any altercation with 

anybody prior to being attacked. He was simply in the middle of the dance floor when he was stabbed. 

Staff were spoken to but no one appears to have witnessed the incident.  

CCTV shows two suspects wearing puffer jackets and beanie hats walk across the dance floor of the 

club, they walk towards the top left of the CCTV and one of the males stabs at the victim three or four 

times. The two suspects then make off. 

Crime Report 4204801/20 refers 

 

16th November 2019 – GBH Assault 

At about 01:45am a large fight took place at Oval Space between two groups of customers which 

resulted in a male receiving a fractured eye socket (fractured in 2 separate places), a large lump to the 
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right side of his head, a concussion, a torn muscle under his right eye and a bleed under the eye, which 

has caused a swollen pouch under his right eye.  

Police recovered the CCTV from the Oval Space, the footage shows a large melee take place involving 

what appears to be two groups of males who are fighting each other. Due to being unable to see any 

faces, it is difficult to identify who the victim is. With the large numbers of people involved on both 

sides, it is also incredibly difficult to identify who out of the large group assaulted him to cause the 

injury the victim sustained. As a result the case cannot be progressed. 

Crime Report 4235459/19 refers. 

 

What the above crimes demonstrate is a venue that was failing to maintain order, and protect its 

customers prior to Covid, a trend that has sadly continued after lockdown ended. Following the 

stabbing on the 16th February 2020, the second serious violent attack to take place at Oval Space in 

the period of a couple of months Police held a meeting with the management of Oval Space. 

At that meeting on the 21st February 2020 the management of Oval Space admitted that they knew 

they needed to improve, and said they would put measures in place to improve security. Despite the 

ample opportunity presented to them there has been no effective review of how Oval Space keeps its 

customers safe. 

 

 Since Lockdown ended it has been clearly evidenced in both the crimes that have taken place and 

visits by Police Licensing that there has been no improvement in the venue. Serious crimes are still 

taking place involving Oval Spaces customers, security are still failing to prevent drugs entering the 

venue, customers are still becoming drunk. By looking at the photographs of the alcohol refusal logs 

since the review was submitted we can see that the venue have failed to manage the basics like 

stopping its customers becoming drunk and storing drugs in clearly marked bags in a safe, not left in 

unmarked bags on a clipboard.  
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Kathy Driver

From: MARK.J.Perry@met.police.uk
Sent: 23 Se tember 2022 13:52
To:
Cc:
Subject: Oval Space Images and e-mail from shooting Investigating Officer
Attachments: 20220922_133508.jpg; 20220922_133431.jpg; 20220922_132840.jpg; 20220922_

131407.jpg; 20220922_131227.jpg; 20220922_130526.jpg; 20220922_115852.jpg; 
MG11 - SHOLA ODUTOLA.doc; Oval Space MOP mg11 review.pdf

Dear all, 
 
Please see images we wish to use and the e-mail from the Police Officer investigating the shooting. 
 
A time-line of events will be sent over shortly and that should be the last evidence we will send over today. 
 
Kind Regards 
 
Mark 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
PC Mark Perry 
Central East Licensing Unit 
Metropolitan Police Service (MPS) 
Email  
A: Licensing Office, 1st Floor Stoke Newington Police Station 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

From: Egbeyemi Abdul - Specialist Crime North < >  
Sent: 23 September 2022 11:45 
To: Perry Mark J - CE-CU <  
Cc: Rice Michael - CE-CU <  
Subject: RE: Oval Space E-Mail 
 
Afternoon  
 
As discussed: 
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The following is a brief summary of the investigation into the shooting that occurred on Tuesday 30 AUGUST 2022 
on HACKNEY RD. Initially the investigation covered HACKNEY RD because that was where the victim was found, but 
all initial evidence pointed at the incident starting in the direction of the OVAL SPACE. This was the direction both 
the suspect and victim came from and witnesses stated a crowd fled from the venue screaming gun.  
 
Upon our visit to the venue on Monday 5 SEPTEMBER 2022, persons of interest to our investigation could be seen 
on CCTV on the date of the incident approaching the security staff at the OVAL SPACE. The security staff explained 
that they have local boys who would attend the venue. They believe these boys were from local gangs and had the 
capabilities to make things difficult for the security at the door. This leads to the security having a mutual agreement 
with them to keep the relative peace.  
 
During the course of our investigation, it transpired the incident had started inside the OVAL SPACE venue and all 
the subjects involved are GANG members. The incident it’s self is suspected to have occurred because of gang 
rivalries.  
 
The review of the CCTV at the venue establish the shooting on HACKNEY RD was an aftermath of an incident that 
occurred inside. We wasn’t aware that the incident started inside the OVAL SPACE and all indication is that the 
shooting started on the dance floor. The alleged suspects discharged a firearm at the victim and pursued him on to 
HACKNEY RD where further shots were discharged. The victim was located with two bullet wound injuries.  
 
The review of the OVAL SPACE clearly show the security proficiency was poor. A male of interest in our investigation 
managed to bypass at least 6 security staff without getting searched and brought into the venue a bag we suspect to 
contain the firearm used in the incident. This male in question could be seen approaching security staff members 
with a familiarity that’s akin to a close friendship, in fact one of the security staff attempt to let him into the venue 
via a back door only used by the management of OVAL SPACE. Another security staff escorts this male into the 
venue without searching him.  
 
Other aspect of the security that was a cause of concerns is the way in which the staff were conducting their body 
search were not thorough, the staff failed the search waistbands and did not cover ankle. These area are the most 
convenient to conceal drugs and weapons and are covered in any basic security training. 
 
The CCTV covering the inside of the OVAL SPACE, which has been review several times. One of the camera which 
covers the main dance floor captures the beginning of the shooting which continued onto HACKNEY RD. On the 
dance floor close to the bar area a male can be seen with a balaclava on wearing a single glove on his right hand, he 
places his hand in a messenger bag that had by pass security into the venue. The male with the balaclava 
approached another male close to the bar area and produce what we believe to be a handgun and at close range 
fired a single shot. This Victim of this incident fled immediately towards the fire exit with the other people at close 
proximity also fleeing for the exits.  
The staff inside the venue were in close proximity to the firearm being discharge, in fact the male with the balaclava 
can been seen walking past a security staff immediately after the discharge.  
 
This crowd can be seen on the outside camera and witness account from outside the venue also document people 
running out screaming gun.  
 
The Male in the balaclava pursues the victim all the way to HACKNEY RD where a further shots are discharged, the 
victim was found minutes later by firearm police with two bullet wound injuries to his legs. 
 
In conclusion to what I have stated above I believe there were serious security laps leading up to the incident and 
further to this this incident could have been prevent if the security were tighter. The fact that this incident occurred 
at this venue could be due to GANG nominal being aware of the relax security, especially when considering the 
incident occurred out of chance because the shooter was at the venue to socialise. This was the fact   
 
 
Regards  
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NOTICE - This email and any attachments are solely for the intended recipient and may be confidential. If you have 
received this email in error, please notify the sender and delete it from your system. Do not use, copy or disclose the 
information contained in this email or in any attachment without the permission of the sender. Metropolitan Police 
Service (MPS) communication systems are monitored to the extent permitted by law and any email and/or 
attachments may be read by monitoring staff. Only specified personnel are authorised to conclude binding 
agreements on behalf of the MPS by email and no responsibility is accepted for unauthorised agreements reached 
with other personnel. While reasonable precautions have been taken to ensure no viruses are present in this email, 
its security and that of any attachments cannot be guaranteed.  
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The Oval  

02:12:26 – Victim arrives, alongside two other individuals. Parks on Hackney Road 

03:33:04 – Black male distinctive white jacket and white bucket hat we believe carries the firearm 
into the venue is seen to enter camera shot. This individual walks up to a member of security (who 
we believe is head of security) and they embrace as if they know each other. This member of 
security is dressed in a black jacket with hood up. No SIA badge can be seen.  

03:34:01 – The individuals who we believe carry out the shooting seen to come into view. This group 
contain around six males and two females. They are stood in the queue consuming nitrous oxide 
balloons, with one individual carrying a cylinder which is around one foot long. At no point is anyone 
from security seen to challenge drinking or nitrous oxide use. 

03:35:10 – This group are told to go to another entrance to try to get into the venue. There is 
another member of security dressed in a blue ‘security’ vest who doesn’t have a visible SIA badge. 
The group move to a new queue to enter in which there are around 40 other people 

03:40 – Male in distinctive bucket hat seen to receive a bag we believe contains firearm this is from 
the shooters group. After a short while he is seen to leave the group and go back to speak to 
security. 

03:41:37 – Individual in bucket hat is shown to another secondary secure entrance by the head of 
security. Head of security attempts to gain access but there swipe card doesn’t work.  

03:42:35 – After unsuccessful attempt to enter the card swipe entrance, the individual in bucket hat 
attempts to gain entrance via VIP entrance. 

03:43:11 – Individual in bucket hat enters VIP entrance. Embraces security with a hug. No search 
takes place. 

03:44:26 - Shooters group which contains around six individuals. Individual in bucket hat talks to 
suspect group. Around three individuals have heads covered with hooded tops.  

 Search area can be seen – no evidence of use of ID scanner or search wands.  

From reviewing CCTV at this point, the entrance can only be described as chaos with individuals 
moving in both directions, security being distracted allowing people to sneak through.  

03:46 – Suspect with bucket hat with the firearm again greets a member of security who is 
undertaking searches. No search takes place, a barrier is removed and he is allowed into the venue 
without being searched. 

03:47 – Security are seen to walk male with hat through into the venue.  

03:52 – Individual in bucket hat seen without the bag containing the firearm. We believe the bag has 
been passed to the shooters group. 

03:56 – Group involved enter the main room (which contains dancefloor).  

03:57 – Immediately upon entering the room, two individuals put on full balaclavas walk to the 
group at the bar. They purchase drinks at the bar and seen to be enjoying the occasion. 

04:02 – Victim is seen by the suspects, who then seem to speak to each other. 
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04:09 – Whilst stood next to the bar another male puts the mask back on and despite being dressed 
in a full face mask orders a drink at the bar which he receives from a member of staff.  

04:10 – One of the individuals who is wearing the bag puts on a glove and seems to be reaching into 
the bag. He turns and walks through the club and up to the victim. Shortly after an arm is raised and 
we believe a shot is fired hitting the victim. 

At this point a member of security dressed in a high visibility vest is in very close proximity and the 
individual with the firearm walks directly past him on his escape.  

After being shot the victim runs away, crashing through the crowd. Numerous individuals in the 
venue attempt to escape through one of the exits. This causes absolute panic with people stamping 
on each other to escape. The CCTV shows a female fall to the floor and get trampled by others 
escaping.  

04:12 – Various members of staff can be seen cowering behind the bar.  
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Witness Signature: …………………………………………………………................................................................ 
   
Signature Witnessed by Signature:…………………………………………………………........................................ 
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RESTRICTED (when complete) MG11C 

RESTRICTED (when complete) 99/12 

WITNESS STATEMENT 
 
 Criminal Procedure Rules, r 27. 2; Criminal Justice Act 1967, s. 9; Magistrates’ Courts Act 1980, s.5B 
 

URN  

  
 

  
       

  Statement of:  Barry LEBAN PC1485CE 
 

Age if under 18:  over 18 (if over 18 insert  ‘over 18’) Occupation:  Police Constable 

This statement (consisting of       page(s) each signed by me) is true to the best of my knowledge and belief 
and I make it knowing that, if it is tendered in evidence, I shall be liable to prosecution if I have wilfully stated in 
it anything which I know to be false, or do not believe to be true. 
 
Witness Signature: …………………………………………………………............................. Date:  14th July 2021 

 
This statement is my best recollection and honest held belief of the visit I conducted with 

PC1478CE PERRY on Tuesday 6th July 2021. Statement commenced at 08:47 hours in the 

police officer’s writing room at Stoke Newington police station, alone. This statement refers 

to a licence officer’s visit to discuss an incident and conduct a full licence check on OVAL 

SPACE, 29-32 THE OVAL, E2 9DT. This was being carried out due to an incident outside 

after victims had exited the venue.  

 

I attended the venue with PC1748CE PERRY. We were met by the manager, Mr Joe 

SPLANIN. Mr SPLANIN escorted us to the main office on the first floor, where PC1748CE 

explained why we were there and what the visit entailed. PC1748CE asked some very basic 

questions of Mr SPLANIN regarding the licence conditions and if he could name the four (4) 

licensing objectives. Mr SPLANIN replied, but appeared very awkward in his responses.  

 

During our visit and discussion Mr SPLANIN was visibly uncomfortable and was evasive and 

appeared unsure as to how to answer the questions. Mr SPLANIN was prompted several 

times to answer the question honestly, as he would waffle and become non - specific or 

committed in his responses.  

 

Mr SPLANIN was asked to comment on the incident and actions of staff at the time of the 

incident. Mr SPLANIN stated that one of the victims was alleged to have been drunk. Mr 

SPLANIN stated that this was not the case. PC1748CE asked to view the Closed circuit 

television for the incident. Upon viewing the footage, when the victims left OVAL SPACE. 
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RESTRICTED (when complete) MG11C 

RESTRICTED (when complete) 99/12 

The CCTV clearly showed that one of the victims was intoxicated. As he could be clearly 

seen being unsteady on his feet that he was being supported by another.  

 

The CCTV also showed that security staff were not identifiable as such. All were wearing 

black clothing and all security staff visible on camera were not displaying any form of 

identification.  

 

Due to the intelligence that a victim was in possession of a ‘Flick knife’ Police asked to view 

CCTV footage of the entry searching. In the attempt to identify if of one of the victims had 

possibly taken the weapon into the venue. Mr SPLANIN explained the layout and procedure 

for searching prior to entry. I would like to point out at this stage that I am an experienced 

searching officer. I have been trained by the prison service, army and police in searching 

techniques and procedures. I have been searching individuals/vehicles, premises and open 

areas for over thirty (30) years.  

 

I informed Mr SPLANIN that the layout of the search area was inadequate for the purpose. 

The hand held metal detector was out of view of the CCTV and too far away from the rub 

down search area. Once individuals were ‘wanded’ they walked along a footway 

unsupervised to the rubdown search area. I watched several rub down searches and none 

were of a competent level. I am confident that the searcher would not have found even the 

most obvious illegal item. I clearly saw the searcher, lightly search the individual’s arms and 

then ‘Squeeze’ the trouser pockets. The individual was then allowed entry.  

 

Mr SPLANIN then found footage from another event to demonstrate the quality of searching 

using hand held metal detectors. Again, this procedure was equally as poor. The wand was 

‘Waved’ across the back and torso area of the individual at a distance that rendered the 

search ineffective. This was all pointed out to Mr SPLANIN, who agreed that the searching 

fell well below the standard that was competent and acceptable to the point that any 

individual who wished to enter with an illegal article could do so without fear of detection.  

 

When spoken too regarding the ineffectiveness of the searching as a whole and the 

implications of this failing on security and safety of staff and patrons entering the venue. Mr 
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SPLANIN agreed verbally, on at least two (2) occasions that it was highly likely that 

someone would be either seriously injured or killed at the venue.  

 

Mr SPLANIN was asked if police could view the refusal book. Mr SPLANIN was initially 

evasive stating he believed that a colleague had taken them home. He then stated that he 

believed that they were in the office somewhere. When asked by PC1478CE why they would 

be in the office and not behind the bar where they would be handy. Mr SPLANIN again 

stated that he believed that a colleague had taken the book home. When challenged by 

PC1478CE, Mr SPLANIN then admitted that the venue did not have a refusal log.  

 

Police then asked to view the incident logs. These were not fit for purpose or used 

accordingly. Security staff details were incomplete and unreadable. Where an incident was 

recorded, someone had just written contemporaneously on the back. Police found two (2) 

entries of drugs being found on persons inside the venue. There was no recorded continuity 

beyond the seizing of the articles.  

 

Police then asked Mr SPLANIN where the drugs would be stored. Inside a safe in the office, 

police seized one hundred and eighteen (118) police evidence bags containing believed 

illegal substances. Four (4) of the evidence bags contained believed drugs, these were 

unsealed. Some drugs had been seized as far back as July 2019. Of the seizures. Fifty (50) 

bags were recovered inside the venue. Forty two (42) were found at the entry point. Ten (10) 

were recovered from ten (10) different white males. Seven (7) were recorded as 

miscellaneous. Statement terminated at 10:55 hours. 
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Signature Witnessed by Signature:… ………………………........................................ 

Page 1 of 1 

OFFICIAL – SENSITIVE [when complete] MG11 

OFFICIAL – SENSITIVE [when complete] 
 

01/21 

WITNESS STATEMENT 
 
 Criminal Procedure Rules, r 16. 2; Criminal Justice Act 1967, s. 9; Magistrates’ Courts Act 1980, s.5B 
 

URN  

  
 

  
       

  Statement of:  SHOLA ODUTOLA  
 

Age if under 18:  Over 18 (if over 18 insert  ‘over 18’) Occupation:  Security Guard 

This statement (consisting of       page(s) each signed by me) is true to the best of my knowledge and belief 
and I make it knowing that, if it is tendered in evidence, I shall be liable to prosecution if I have wilfully stated in 
it anything which I know to be false, or do not believe to be true. 
 
Witness Signature: … …………………………............................. Date:  05/09/2022 

 
On Monday 29 AUGUST 2022 I was part of a security team at the OVAL SPACE, where I 
was covering the doors to the event with other members of the security team. I have 
performed the role of a security guard for this venue on several occasions beforE.  
 
I was present at the OVAL SPACE at about 2100hrs on 05/09/2022 with officers from the 
investigation team, who are currently investigating a firearm incident that occurred on 
HACKNEY RD on the 30 AUGUST 2022. I attended to assist the officer’s on 05/09/2022 
because I worked the evening of the incident. We reviewed the CCTV of the front entrance 
to the venue where I was working at the time. The officers identified a male of interest to 
their investigation who was wearing a white bucket hat and a white hoodie.  
 
I do not know this male by name but I have seen him attend the venue previously with other 
members of the events team, I have exchanged conversations with him previously and know 
is he is from the local area (Hackney). I do not know any further details about him. 
 
 

Page 80



Page 81



Page 82



Page 83



P
age 84



P
age 85



Incident Report / Statement 

. Name: OVAL sfFf\c.£,. 
�r::7)..,....,,.t,� 

. Location: � k..U "l l � ·

Date & Time of Incident: 60· '{)�. z"C:) 22 . 
Location of Incident: �01\11 '™-. 

323381 

--------------------------------' 

rt/ Statement 
Repo 

Nc.no/\lo 4-b6 MY'\ I WJ'\V A-r. 1 ttE f1e_C� OC'iie 
1f�CJ7��\J 1�l1(H� TD (f'Omc elL12-c&,
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1' 1 l'ttE- � Qt1ttc &J (L/) (\�-

Action taken as a result of incident: 

Result of action taken: 

Sentre control informed at:

�ed at: --"---------
Exec" �tact informed at: 

�informed: 
--'-'='--------

Security 
C:.. L.A�cers Signature: �� f\..\A ,_ Rtt-N_cf2_

Name of Duty Officer informed: 

Personal No. of Police Attending: 

Name of Executive Contact: 

Name(s) of persons informed: 

Date & Time: 
· 3C), 06 .2._02--<Z._

. e ,a • 

All 'f:!orts1st�tements are to include all important facts including names, dates and locations.
rmatton recorded must be clear and legible as it could be required for use in evidence at a later date. 
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Joe Splain 

 

 
Personal Statement: 

 

I am an experienced and highly motivated, venue operator, programmer and business development  

professional, consistently delivering results in operational, commercial and strategic management roles within the 

venues and events industries.  I am detail focussed and am able to make impactful business decisions that drive 

sales and revenue through a combination of data analytics and a vast market knowledge.  I have a demonstrable 

history of successfully diversifying the programming of venues, growing and retaining their client base, driving 

existing revenue streams and successfully exploring and introducing new business opportunities.  I have been  

responsible for the management of teams and individuals across a wide selection of disciplines ranging from  

programming, to marketing, to operations.  I am committed to providing my staff with an environment and culture 

that is well structured, motivational and supportive, enabling them to fulfil their potential whilst achieving and  

surpassing the company’s objectives. 

 

Work History & Key Achievements: 

 

Managing Director  August 2019 – present 

Oval Space & The Pickle Factory www.ovalspace.co.uk/ & BeSixth https://www.besixth.com/ 

London 

 

Head of Programming October 2018 - July 2019 

Oval Space & The Pickle Factory www.ovalspace.co.uk/ & BeSixth https://www.besixth.com/ 

London 

 

Business Development Manager, January 2016 – May 2018 

Academy Music Group www.academymusicgroup.com 

London 

 

• Planned and implemented strategies for growth in all revenue generating areas of the business, with specific fo-

cus live & club product levels, bars performance, ticket sales & associated rebates, as well as pitching for & se-

curing sponsorship on select tours & events. Instrumental in increasing company EBITDA by 11.3% in 2016 & 

13.6% in 2017 

• Explored opportunities for developing new business & revenue streams, from introducing new promoters to the 

estate and diversifying venue’s events programmes, to introducing a myriad of non music and private hire events, 

introducing food retail in select units and producing alternative concepts in merchandising.  Generated a ‘new 

business’ contribution of £182k in 2016 & £206k in 2017. 

• Line manager to the company’s Group Bars Manager & Group Ticketing Manager with a ‘dotted line’ to all 

Academy Events (AMG’s promotional division, AE) bookers. 

• Developed strategies for AEs live bookers & club promoters & supported them in delivering these.  Produced an 

uplift of 73% to AEs contribution in 2016 & a further increase of 33.2% in 2017. 

• Senior national promoter for Academy Events, specialising in hip hop, RnB, reggae, urban, electronic music 

(clubs programming), sports, comedy & spoken word. Generated a contribution of £251k in 2016  & £302k in 

2017 and produced concepts for several branded tours, securing £160k worth of sponsorship in 2017. 

• Explored means of maximising the efficiency & profitability of the bars operations across the estate, introducing 

incentives for Bars Managers to surpass set Yield & Profit Per Customer (PPC) targets.  In 2017, 15 out of 21 

venues achieved their yield targets & there was an uplift in PPC across the estate equating to an additional 

£823k. 
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• Assisted in developing AMGs content marketing & social media strategy to drive sales through Ticketmaster & 

regularly offered creative support to Ticketmaster marketing department on campaigns. Increased ticket rebates 

in 2016 by 14.9% and by 48.73% in 2017. 

 

 

General Manager O2 Academy & O2 ABC Glasgow, January 2008 – December 2015 

Academy Music Group www.academymusicgroup.com 

Glasgow 

 

• ABC & Academy generated increases in EBITDA of 30.8% & 17.9% respectively over this 8 year period 

• Glasgow Academy & ABC both achieved groups highest H&S internal audit scores of 94% and 96% respec-

tively 2010 - 2015 

• Bar revenue increased by 11.5% at ABC & by 29.1% at Academy from 2010-2015, driven by an uplift in aver-

age SPHs year on year across both venues, with an increase of 11.5% at ABC & 19.9% at Academy over this 6 

year period.  Likewise, we saw an uplift to the overall GP for both venues, with ABC generating an increase of 

2% & Academy an increase of 1.2%.   

• Over the period 2011-2015, ticket revenue for ABC increased by 31.1% and 32.4% in Academy as we intro-

duced a greater volume of successful Academy Events bookings to both venues. Ticket rebates increased by 

75.8% at ABC & by 45.6% at Academy following increased activity & investment across the venue’s social me-

dia platforms producing a steady uplift year on year in the % of sales through the venue’s ticket agent 

(Ticketweb) vs those through the external promoter chosen agent(s).  

 

 

 

 

 

Programmer / Marketing & Ticketing Executive, September 2018 – July 2019 

Farmfest www.farmfestival.co.uk/ (London / Somerset) 

 

Events Manager (Festivals & large scale events) – Colours, July 2006 – January 2008 

Colours http://www.colours.co.uk/ (Glasgow & Edinburgh) 

Music Programme & Operations Manager – The Arches, June 2005 – January 2008  

Arches Theatre Ltd https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Arches_(Glasgow) (Glasgow) 

 

Music Programmer – Band on the Wall, January 2003 - May 2005 

Inner City Music Ltd https://bandonthewall.org/ (Manchester) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Industry qualifications: 

 

IOSH Managing Safely Course 

First Aid at Work 3 Day Course 

  
Education: 

 

BA (Dbl Hons) 2:1, English & Philosophy, September 1999 - June 2002. 
University of Manchester  
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Manchester  

References: 

 

Graham Walters, COO Academy Music Group & Live Nation Entertainment   

 
James Hands, Financial Director Academy Music Group 
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Archie McIntosh  
Venue Employment History 
 
Andrew Marler Music 1994 
 
Fulltime employment various roles including, 
 
Shepherds Bush Empire:  

 Assistant Project Manager  
 Venue Duty Manager 

 
Break for the Border PLC 1995 
 
Fulltime employment various roles including, 
 
Shepherds Bush Empire:  

 Venue Manager  
 Relief Bar Manager  
 Relief Stage Manager 
 Venue Production Manager for ‘Red Nose Day’  

 
Brixton Academy: 

 Recruited to help oversee the earn out of Simon 
Parks 

 Was involved in all aspects of operations 
 Responsible for the 500k refurbishment of front 

façade in conjunction with English Heritage  
 

Borderline: 
 Relief Manager approx 6 months 

  
Break for the Border Tex Mex: 

 Responsible for refurbishment of both London 
restaurants (Argyle st and Charing cross rd.) 
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McKenzie Group 1998 
 
Responsible for delivering the layout, design and 
operation for the below buildings.  
 
Birmingham Academy 2000, (Dale End) total spend 750k 
Bristol Academy 2001, total spend 1.2m.  
Glasgow Academy 2003 total spend 2.3m inc building 
freehold. 
Liverpool Academy 2003 total spend 1.4m.  
Islington Academy 2003 total spend 700k. 
 
 
Academy Music Group 2004 
 
Newcastle Academy 2005, total spend 1.8m. 
Oxford Academy 2007, left post before completion. 
 
MAMA Group 2007 
 
Refurbishment Kentish Town Forum, total spend 900k. 
Refurbish Heaven London 2008, total spend 600K.  
Various refurbishments of existing estate. 
 
Additions to Existing Venue Estate. 
 
Edinburgh Picture House 2008, total spend 1.1m. 
Birmingham Institute 2009, total spend 1.9m. 
Garage London, 2009 total spend 900k  
Manchester Ritz 2012, total spend 1.2m. 
Manchester G-A-Y 2012, total spend 500k. 
Liverpool Arts Club 2014, total spend 1.3m 
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• MBA 
CANDIDATE 

• BA (HONS) 
• FDENG 
• IOSH 

BIO 
Experienced operations 
professional, with extensive 
event, project, logistics, people, 
hospitality, and multi-
disciplinary management 
experience, built across a 
demonstrated history of 
working in the elite sports, live 
music and live event industries. 
Highly skilled in Operations 
Management, Event 
Management, and fast-paced 
Logistics Management.  
A strong operations 
professional and MBA candidate 
with a BA(Hons) in Event 
Management. 
 

SKILLS 

• IOSH Managing Safely 
• Extensive operations 

experience, across 
multiple disciplines  

• Extensive Site and 
Touring logistics 
experience   

• Extensive Event 
Production and 
Management 
experience 

• Extensive Project 
Management history   

• Vast skills in people 
management, across 

ADAM GREAVES SMITH

EXPERIENCE 

General Manager – UK Accommodation Group Ltd (January 2022 – 
Present) - Reporting level: Ownership 
Group Head of Events – UK Accommodation Group Ltd (November 
2021 – Jan 2022) - Reporting level: Ownership 
 
General Manager – Liverpool Football Club (November 2018 – 
September 2021 - Reporting level: CEO and Board  

Operational management, across a multi-disciplinary team (ranging from 
senior medical, operations, logistics, facilities and maintenance, within 
an elite performance environment. Fast-paced, wide-ranging and non-
consistent role within one of the biggest and most recognisable 
international brands. 

Board Trustee – The Lacrosse Foundation (August 2021 – Present) - 
Reporting level: Board 

Trustee, strategy and continuation of a multi-million-pound sporting 
charity. Main focus on fundraising, commercial and promotional 
development/social media and online storytelling.  

Director – The Breeze Co (Limited) (February 2019 – Present) - 
Reporting level: Ownership  

Quick turnaround property services (portfolio management, maintenance 
and property management), duties ranging from the lead on business 
development, financial management and operational management of the 
organisation. 

Pre-Season Operations and Legends Executive – Liverpool Football 
Club (January 2018 – November 2018) - Reporting level: HOD  

Management and coordination of tour/friendly operations and major 
projects, within a high-impact, fast-paced and elite professional sports 
environment, alongside management and coordination of former players 
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multi-disciplinary 
roles   

• Extensive Audio and 
Visual experience   

• Highly skilled in office 
software, including 
Excel  

• Extensive Tender 
Writing Experience 
and formal training 

• Personal Licence 
Holder (EDI Level 2, 
QCF)   

 

EDUCATION 

Liverpool John Moore’s 
University, MBA Candidate 
(Sep 2020 – 2022)  

Staffordshire University – 
Bachelor of Arts (with Hons), 
Event Management (2010 – 
2013)  

Staffordshire University – 
FdEng, Audio Engineering 
(CMT) (2010 – 2013)  

Merchant Taylors’ 
Independent School For Boys, 
Liverpool (1995-2008)  

and the operational elements of multiple moving factors, including 
commercial partners, internal departments and talent management.  

Project Manager– Field and Lawn (Ltd) (January 2015 – January 
2018) - Reporting level: Director  

Project Management with extensive sales and account management 
responsibilities for the North of England (Birmingham to Carlisle, East 
to West), reporting directly to Director level. Field and Lawn are a 
market leader of event structure hire, major festive lighting and city 
dressing installations and overlay and site design services. The role 
was varied and extensive, with complete ownership of the branch 
tender writing and proactive sales, as well as the project 
management and event management of some of the largest live-
event sites and City Centre festive displays across the UK. 
 
Site and Touring Operations Manager – Self-Employed (January 
2011 – March 2018) - Reporting level: N/A Subcontractor  

Freelance and sub-contracted single/multi-site, tour, venue and event 
management across some of the largest live-events, tours and 
roadshows in Europe/internationally. Worked across multi-disciplinary 
teams, and well versed in international, national and virtual travel 
logistics, operations and management. 
 
Deputy General Manager - The Park Hotel (June 2014 – January 
2015) - Reporting level: General Manager  

Day-to-day event operations of a busy hotel, reporting directly to the 
General Manager. Strong emphasis on staff training and business 
development, as well as complete ownership of the Conference, 
Banqueting and Events department, as well as all Food and 
Beverage services 
 

Assistant Event Operations Manager – Qhotels (September 2013 – 
June 2014) – Reporting level: HOD  

Liaising with the departmental managers to ensure that all 
conferences and events run smoothly and efficiently, whilst 
maintaining customer and guest satisfaction at all times. As well as 
staff development, the role had an emphasis on supervising and 
directing large teams, as well as up-selling and procuring business. 
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SUMMARY REVIEW OF OVAL SPACE PREMISES LICENCE 

_________________________________ 
 

WITNESS STATEMENT OF DEAN JAMES 
_________________________________ 

 
I, DEAN JAMES of  follows: 
 
Background 
 
1. I am the Chairman of Oval Space Holdings Limited (OHSL).  Oval Space is a live 

experiential businesses in the grassroots music and youth space in London. We create and 
curate events, operate our own venue space, facilitate opportunity for talent to connect with 
an audience of hundreds of thousands per annum, and support the Let’s Create goal of 

lifelong expression and creativity. 
 
 

2. After an early career as a lawyer, I went to business school to do an MBA and 
subsequently worked for Inchcape Plc, the international car distributor for seven years. I 
came into the live music business as COO and then CEO of Mean Fiddler Holdings Plc in 
2000. Mean Fiddler  operated festivals such as Glastonbury, Reading and Leeds and 
venues such as the Astoria, Jazz Café and Forum. I always had a strong management 
team responsible for these venues. Through that management team, we always 
maintained very strong relationships with all of the statutory authorities. Even though we 
had some impactful events during this period, and some premises were more difficult to 
manage, we did not have a review or lose any of our premises licences.  
 

3. After 5 years there I co-founded MAMA Plc. which became HMV MAMA after being 
bought by HMV in 2010. I left that business in 2014. Our management team co-founded, 
created and curated internationally acclaimed festivals including The Great Escape (a 
leading UK grassroots music festival), Wilderness (an arts festival with more than 20,000 
attendants), and Lovebox (a multi-day event for more than 100,000 attendants in Tower 
Hamlets). We also owned and operated famous venues such as Hammersmith Apollo, 
Heaven and Jazz Café. All of the above companies were publicly listed on the London 
Stock Exchange. 
 
 

4. I first invested in Oval Space in 2015 as an investor and non-executive director, my main 
business at that time was in Australia. After three years in a hands off role I was asked to 
become more involved at the end of 2018 when the founder of the business moved to 
Lisbon. We enjoyed a successful year in 2019 increasing profits to record levels with a 
stable management team. We became known for the breadth of our programming, from 
Jazz by Candlelight, Nicer Tuesdays, orchestra events, film screenings, live music events 
and corporate/brand hires such as the launch of FIFA, the computer football game. All of 
these events were held during standard hours pre midnight. We also had an electronic music 
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club night programme which ran to late hours at 5am. Throughout this time we welcomed 
over 1 million visitors to Oval Space and didn’t have one reported incident. 

 
5. Before the outbreak of the Covid-19 epidemic and the subsequent lockdown, our 

programming catered to a wide geographic audience, but we also served our local 
community by contributing to Let’s Create and supporting local areas to thrive through a 
collaborative approach to culture. 
 

6.  Our data shows that 83% of our audience consists of 18–30-year-olds with 41% from 
BAME backgrounds and 16% identifying as LGBTQ+. We foster cultural collaboration 
around the venue: a hub where fresh content is created, and new ideas realised. Examples 
include ‘Girls Talk’ by Sian Anderson of BBC 1Xtra, with speakers discussing gender-
roles and stereotypes in the music industry, and Koby Adom, the director of the BBC’s 
Noughts and Crosses, advising young black British film makers following in his footsteps. 
In addition to our own team, we employ 50 freelancers including tech teams, set designers 
and builders, event managers, photographers and web designers. 

 
7. We have also established ambassador roles for 18-24 year olds to gain experience in the 

industry, have employed nearly 10,000 people over the past 6 years paying them more than 
£1m in wages and training in skill sets such as: venue and events management, creative and 
design, campaign strategy, online communications, giving them valuable real life paid 
experience not available elsewhere, and providing a gateway into full time employment 
with many now working with us or with one of our partners.  

 
8. Our ethos is to engage with and create new audiences, especially from underrepresented 

minority groups. We work with these communities to create authentic and engaging content 
and to offer full time employment in our organisation. Many of our contract staff are from 
these groups in the local area and work with us because our programme resonates with 
them. 

 
 

9. We continually seek to broaden our audiences across all venue and events by reviewing 
our event calendar for diversity and inclusivity, ensuring our programming directly appeals 
to BAME & LGBTQ+ audiences, utilising data sets and social media targeting to engage 
with these audiences, and offering a mix of pricing across all shows including discounts for 
NHS workers, students and those on Jobseeker’s Allowances, Carer’s Allowance, 
Universal Credit or benefits while holding honest and open conversations with our 
suppliers and partners on issues of racism, equality and diversity. 
 

10. The impact of the Covid pandemic had a devastating effect on our business. Our income 
was reduced to zero overnight and our outgoings, even with the furlough scheme amounted 
to circa £400k pa. More importantly we lost many of our most important staff who, whilst 
they could have taken advantage of the furlough scheme, chose to re-train in other careers 
given the length of time the live entertainment industry was locked down compared with 
other industries. This particularly applied to security staff and we lost our Head of Security 
who previously had been well respected by the police. When we first came out of Covid 
we operated with a skeleton staff on extremely tight budgets given the financial hardship 
that our business had suffered. 

 

Page 150



11. In September 2021 we were lucky enough to receive a grant from the CRF which allowed 
us to re-hire staff to operate the venue and a greater capacity. The area we found most 
difficult to recruit for was security staff and general management/dps. We put in place a 
management team consisting of Ross Mellin as DPS with support from Archie McIntosh 
(bio attached) and a security firm called Full Force. In January Archie McIntosh was re-
assigned to a long term project for a venue we have recently opened in Manchester. The 
team of Mr. Mellin and Full Force appeared to be working well with no incidents since we 
re-opened. That situation and team remained in place until late June when Mr. Mellin left 
the business. He was replaced by Salma Belgada under the supervision of Joe Splain (cv 
attached) whilst a recruitment process was undertaken to find a new director of Operations 
and permanent DPS. On September 7th we recruited Adam Greaves Smith (cv attached) as 
Head of Operations with additional licencing support from Archie McIntosh, who is now 
free of his duties in Manchester. 

 
12. On the same day that I recruited Mr. Greaves-Smith I was informed of the incident under 

review by Joe Splain. I immediately engaged Paddy Whur to handle the case for us and 
attended the expedited review meeting on September 8. Since the expedited review 
meeting, I have reviewed the CCTV footage and instructed our staff to provide every 
assistance to the police to help them solve this crime, from CCTV footage to statements 
from our management and security teams. I formed the view that our security team had let 
us down badly and I have replaced Full Force as our security firm and appointed London 
Protection Services, a firm I worked successfully with at HMV MAMA. I have removed 
Joe Splain from operations at the venue and appointed Archie McIntosh to supervise 
licencing at the venue. Michael Kill, head of the NTIA has joined our advisory Board to 
help us with security matters. Mr. Greaves Smith begins work on October 10. 

 
13. We have, via Mr Whur, proposed to the police that we operate the venue to standard hours 

and give up the late night licences that seem to cause these issues. That would allow us to 
complete a hard re-set of the venue by operating corporate events, our talks and pre 
midnight entertainment. The full details of the offer that we have made to the Police are in 
the letter dated 22nd September 2022. The police have repeated said over a long period of 
time that they have no issues with our pre midnight entertainment programme.  

 
14. Operating in the above way would allow me to keep the business afloat and keep the 

majority of my staff in work. If we are unable to do that it would lead to the closure of the 
venue with the loss of circa 50 jobs. I and my fellow investors and Board directors, want 
to retore Oval Space to the venue it was pre Covid, known for its diversity, breadth of 
programming and general all round good nature. One of the signs at Oval Space implores 
customers to “leave their baggage at the door and smile at strangers”. Post Covid we have 

moved away from that and that is a mistake. Operating the venue at standard hours, with a 
new security firm and management team would allow us to protect jobs and re-set the venue 
back to what it was in 2019. 
 

 
 
 
STATEMENT OF TRUTH 
I believe that the facts stated in this Witness Statement are true. I understand that proceedings 
for contempt of court may be brought against anyone who makes, or causes to be made, a false 
statement in a document verified by a statement of truth without an honest belief in its truth. 
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Signature ………………………… 
 
 Name: Dean James  
  
 Date:  
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INDEPENDENT LICENSING COMPLIANCE VISIT: THE PICKLE FACTORY 14 THE OVAL CAMBRIDGE HEATH 
LONDON E2 9DT.  
 

Independent Licensing Visit 
MARK HALTON - MJH LICENSING CONSULTANTS LTD 

THE PICKLE FACTORY 14 THE OVAL, CAMBRIDGE HEATH, LONDON E2 9DT 

 

Introduction. 

 

I have been asked to conduct an unannounced impartial licensing compliance visit on the 
venue The Pickle Factory 14 The Oval Cambridge Heath London E2 9DT.  

 

I am aware that the venue currently operates under a premises licence that currently may 
operate Monday to Wednesday from 12pm to midnight (alcohol sales and regulated 
entertainment till 11pm) Thursday from 12pm to 4am (alcohol sales and recorded music 
till 3.30am, live music till 2am) Friday from 12pm to 6am (alcohol sales to 5am, live and 
recorded music till 6am) Saturday from 8am to 6am (alcohol sales to 5am, live and 
recorded music till 6am) Sunday from 8am to 2am (alcohol sales and recorded music to 
2am). 

I am further aware that the venue across from this The Oval Space 29/32 The Oval 
Cambridge Heath E2 9DT has been subject to a licensing review of its premises licence. 
The expedited review was instigated by police. I previously conducted an audit of The 
Oval in March of this year. I am aware that the venues are both operated by the same 
operator.  

 

I conducted the licensing visit from midnight to 7am on the following date – 

 

Friday 23rd September 2022 following into the morning of Saturday 24th September 2022. 
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Professional Experience and Qualifications – Mark Halton 
 
I have retired from the Metropolitan Police Service, completing 30 year’s exemplary 
service.  
 
During my service I was involved with a variety of licensed premises under both the 
Licensing Act 1964 and from 2005 under the Licensing Act 2003. I worked within 
Westminster for a significant period of my time with the police, which has some of the 
highest footfall in England and the most licensed premises of any local authority area.  
 
I also worked in the London Borough of Richmond which is much more residential in 
nature. I have also been involved with planning for significant sporting events from a 
police licensing and crime reduction perspective. 
 
I was also seconded to the Home Office to advise on licensing matters and as head of 
the licensing that contained the most licensed premises. I was and continue to be 
involved in training for the police, local authorities, and operators in relation to licensing 
legislation, best practice, and crime reduction matters.  
 
My experience includes field-based work and therefore I believe that I am well qualified 
to conduct the observations which I undertook and make comments and draw reliable 
conclusions. 
 
My brief resume is set out below: 
 

• 1985-1987 Westminster Response team police officer 
 

• 1987-1997 Central Clubs & Vice Unit CO14 posting within as follows 
 

• 1987-88 Street Offences Squad dealing with street prostitution, brothels, 
massage parlors, illegal gaming/casino and both licensed and unlicensed venues 
for the sale of alcohol. 

 
• 1988-90 Obscene Publications Unit. 

 
• 1990- 93 Field Intelligence officer Westminster CO14 Clubs & Vice. Covert 

policing, surveillance. 
 

A drugs test purchaser and financial investigator used primarily in the night club 
economy specialising in nightclub/late night economy specialising in nightclubs 
and bars. 

 
• 1993-97 Westminster Clubs & Vice Licensing Unit.  
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Supervising and dealing with licensing prosecutions, administration, and 
applications. This included dealing with applications to revoke Justices Licences 
or whether to oppose the grant or variation of such licences or the renewal of 
Public Entertainment Licences. 

 
• 1997-01 Westminster Borough Licensing Co-Coordinator.  

 
Supervising all licensing teams within the Borough, modifying police processes 
and policies particularly in respect of taking enforcement action, including 
prosecutions.  

 
• 2002-06 Westminster Police Licensing Team.  

 
Set up the unit and supervised, wrote the Metropolitan Police crime prevention 
and effective management document (still contained and unchanged within the 
City of Westminster Statement of Licensing Policy). Assisted with devising and 
implementing the Cumulative Impact policy. This included preparing for and 
overseeing the implementation of the Licensing Act 2003, dealing with the 
transition period, and developing the response to applications for new licences or 
variation applications and whether to object to them on the basis that they may 
undermine the licensing objectives or whether suitable conditions or the basis of 
the operation would not be likely to undermine those objectives. 

 
• 2007-10 Camden Borough Police Response Team. 

 
• 2010-12 Police Licensing Advisor Home Office.  

 
Secondment. Ran and supervised the *Home Office Intensive Support Visit 
program (ISV) supplying training on legislation, powers and practical 
implementation to police forces and local authorities nationally in relation to 
licensing matters, pre-dominantly under the Licensing Act 2003. Completed 
submissions for response to Prime Ministerial Questions (PMQs), advice to 
various ministers including the Home Secretary on numerous occasions. Wrote 
the then Home Office guidance on expedited reviews and section 19 closure 
notices. Sat on the boards of Best Bar None, Pub Watch and Purple Flag (which 
included developing and promoting best practice in licensed venues). During this 
time, I assisted in the licensing of the Olympics 2012 - this included not only 
licensing within the Olympic Park and other Olympic Venues but in surrounding 
areas and how to mitigate and reduce impacts. 
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• 2013-15 Richmond Borough Police Licensing Team. 
 
I was in charge of the day to day running of the team which involved 
consideration of applications received, dealing with enforcement issues, and 
consulting with the local authority. Supervised and organised the police licensing 
approach for the Rugby World Cup 2015, not only in relation to licensing 
applications made in connection with it but promoting best practice and 
overseeing the operation of licensed premises during this sporting event. 

 
During my time with the police, I achieved the rank of acting Inspector but had a wide 
experience during my time of not only operational matters but devising strategies, 
policies, and training as well as managing teams. I was often involved in multi-agency 
approaches to reducing the impact of licensed premises through the most appropriate 
means. 
 
Since retirement I have conducted risk reduction and crime scene preservation training 
for well-known national chains. Conducted investigations into incidents arising at 
licensed venues and provided expert witness testimony. I have further been 
commissioned to implement operational procedures at licensed premises within London 
and nationally and impact studies for applications. 
 
I am a Home Office qualified Crime Reduction Officer, Crime Prevention Design Advisor 
and CCTV systems approved officer. An expert in crime reduction design measures and 
getting venues experiencing such problems back on track. 
 
*The Home Office Intensive Support Visit (ISV) programme. 
 
I oversaw a team including solicitors, police officers, local authority officers and civil 
servants. I attended, supervised, and assisted in policing all these 3-day events at 53 
different town and city centre locations from Hartlepool to Plymouth. The ISV consisted 
of training local police and local authorities on licensing legislation and powers, problem 
solving and partnership working. It further included visiting one night without local 
officers and a further night with local officers within the various nighttime economies. 
(Where problems are likely to be concentrated).  
 
I believe this has given me a knowledgeable viewpoint and expertise on not just the 
police force area I came from but a view and expertise on town and city centres 
nationally.  
 

Having spent a year and a half on the road investigating many nighttime economies I 
have a knowledge I believe not many expert witnesses possess 
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Independent Compliance Visit 

 

• Full premises inspection record at Annex A. 

 

 
• I attended the venue at midnight on Friday 23rd September 2022 into the morning 

of Saturday 24th September 2022. 

 

 
• There are four security. Three (2 males 1 female) were positioned within a corridor 

of metal barricades and foyer to the venue. The security have SIA badges clearly 
displayed. Security log checked and fully compliant. Badges checked fully 
compliant. One security member roving patrol dance floor, toilets, and fire exit. 

 

 
• All persons entering are asked for ID. Passport or driving licence only. 

 

 
• The most people I saw at any one time in the queue was 25. 

 

 
• All persons are pat down searched and a metal detecting search wand is used 

again on all persons entering. Within foyer is a table were a further search of the 
customers including bags and handbags. Through the night every person I see 
enter goes through this process. I see no weapons or drugs seized.  

 

 
• The queue is good natured throughout. The security also encompass patrols of the 

local area.      
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• This is a new security company and this is their first night (London Protection 
Services). 

         

 
• I introduce myself to security ask to speak with the person in charge and explain 

why I am there. Salma Massioui BELGADA and Archie McINTOSH DPS & 
Manager are at the entrance. 

 

 
• We walk into the entrance to the right is a search table and a further higher table 

upon this is an incident logbook/drug seizure and sign in sheet for security. If 
seizures or incidents are recorded, they are transferred at the end of the night to 
an electronic database. The security sign in sheet has names and SIA badge 
numbers.  

 

 
• All security had SIA badges on display, these were correct and checked. The 

incident book had no incidents and one seizure recorded (pills). These were placed 
in serial numbered bag sealed and placed into drop box covered by CCTV. These 
are transferred to safe later in the night and police contacted via 101 later in the 
week.  

 

 
• I ask both Miss BELGADA and Mr. McINTOSH if they are personal licence holders. 

They are. They produce their licences. Miss. BELGADA is the DPS. She has been 
with the company for 6 months and is experienced in running late night venues, 
she previously worked for a chain of national cocktail bars. Mr. McINTOSH has 
worked in the industry for over 20 years and has managed large club venues in 
the West End all over London and nationally.  

 

• The mangers office has been relocated closer to the dance floor of the venue on 
the ground floor since my last visit, nearer to the front entrance. CCTV system is 
set within.  
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• There is a briefing at 10.40pm (Instigated by Miss BELGADA the DPS) before 
the night starts. This is done every night and includes the DPS, promoter, staff, 
and security. It includes; 
 

1. How many tickets have been sold. 
2. Expectations of the night. 
3. Security practices and procedure for the night. 
4. Bar team operation. 
5. Reception and cloakroom. 
6. Safety Issues. 

 

• Miss BELGADA has further put in place an End Of Night (EON) Incident and 
Information log system. This is completed at the end of every night and is 
circulated to owners and managers. It includes; 
 

1. Customer numbers. 
2. Incidents. 
3. Confiscations. 
4. Bar take. 
5. Promoter details. Issues.  
6. Behavior of crowd. 
7. Security incident log copied and electronically recorded every night. 

 

 
• I ask to see the full premises licence. This is produced. I go through all the 

conditions on the licence with the DPS and manager. Fully compliant with all the 
conditions.  (Apart from the easy fix of toilet lid!) See Inspection sheet below. 
 
 
 

• I see the premises licence summary clearly and correctly displayed. I see the Daily 
Incident Report log, Security Time Sheet and log, Clickers in use, all legible and 
produced within minutes of request. Longer records on database within office.  

 

• Within the office I see the written search policy, the weapons/drug policy, dispersal 
policy and drug safe (the key is held by managers only). I am shown the risk 
assessments for Events and training records for induction and Health & Safety. 
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• The capacity is 270. This did not exceed 265 on the night. Record kept of all 

persons entering and leaving, entry by tickets or cash all recorded by security with 
clickers. There is no re-entry if persons step outside the barriers. This record is 
relayed to managers every 30 minutes by security via radio.  
 
 

• There is no glass at the venue. All plastic. Everything decanted including beer in 
cans. 

 

• Challenge 25 is in place. Refusals registered. Signage behind bar, at the front of 
the bar and to the side of the bar.  

 

 
• There are no drinks promotions at this venue. A beer cost £5.50, single spirit £6.50 

and double £8.50. 

 

 
• Considering this is the first night for the security, they are very competent. They 

are all smartly dressed, wearing high visibility jackets, polite, professional, and 
clearly displaying SIA badges. I will further mention that the positioning of security 
within the venue incorporating vetting and searching at foyer entry is very good as 
are the roving patrols, not only well managed by security head but also venue 
management. I can find no fault with security. All actions taken by security 
searches and patrols covered by the comprehensive CCTV coverage. 

 

• I believe there could be more lighting at the front of the venue. It would assist with 
the ID checks and searching.  
 
 

• Searches on all customers entering. Female security for female custom searches. 

 

• Drugs that are seized are placed into sealed reference numbered drug bags and 
placed in secure box on the door then transferred to safe within office. Police are 
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contacted and pick them up. All seizures recorded. Messages left with local police 
on 101 for pick up. 

 

 
• CCTV system viewed by myself. Comprehensive. Image can be downloaded 

immediately. Always member of staff on duty who can operate the system. 

 

 
• Toilets have had flat surfaces removed within. The cubicle doors need to be top 

and bottomed (removed) to make easy access and improve visibility. Locks are 
flimsy and can be opened from outside. Toilet attendant present. Is employed by 
outside company. There are signage frames behind each ladies cubicle door 
containing ‘Ask for Angela’ signage (a Met. Police led objective protecting and 
assisting in the safety of female customers), zero tolerance drug signage should 
be displayed. It is not. I wiped toilet lid with drugs wipes all negative. Please 
remove toilet lid, not needed and is an actual condition on the premises licence. 
Only preventative as I saw no usage within venue.  

 

 
• Local Authority enforcement officers drive slowly past in marked vehicle shortly 

after midnight. They do not stop and speak to venue. There are approx. 20 
persons in queue. I am observing from central island in The Oval. There are no 
problems or issues. 

 

 
• Through the night I see security, staff and managers cleaning the front of the 

venue. Most of the rubbish does not come from inside the venue as any drinks 
including water are not allowed to be taken out by customers. 

 

• At 1.50am I see a female and male leave the venue together. The female is 
unsteady on her feet. Head of security sees this and calls to them. They stop. 
Miss BELGADA (DPS) speaks with them and supplies them both water when she 
and the security are happy that they are in fact a couple, the customers are 
allowed to leave. This shows how the security and staff take the safety of 
particularly females leaving the venue seriously.  
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• At 4.30am the bar is closed. At this time persons start to leave in dribs and drabs, 
mostly into pre ordered Ubers. At 4.45am the barriers are opened to assist in exit 
of customers. At 4.50am the music is turned off after the noise is reduced slowly. 
There are approx. 100 persons still in the venue. They are led out buy security 
easily, but most are leaving of their own accord. Some pick up coats and bags, 
they are dealt with by attendant rapidly. At 5.00am the venue is closed, and the 
customers have left the building. Most walk away from the venue there is little 
congregating. Security moves any that remain (maximum 10 persons). I have 
never seen a less intoxicated and appreciative set of customers in all my time of 
working in licensing. Incredibly well behaved and polite.  

 

   

• Exodus of customers. The best-behaved crowd I have ever seen. I observe no 
crime, anti-social behavior, or rowdiness. Security quickly clears the front of 
venue ensuring everyone is leaving safely. The exit of customers was extremely 
well managed by security.  

 

 

• At 05.30hrs. I conclude my visit. 
 

 

• The atmosphere was relaxed, and I felt comfortable. I saw no evidence of 
drunkenness and crime and disorder throughout the visit. The management both 
operationally and strategically was very good. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Page 162



11 
 

INDEPENDENT LICENSING COMPLIANCE VISIT: THE PICKLE FACTORY 14 THE OVAL CAMBRIDGE HEATH 
LONDON E2 9DT.  
 

Conclusion. 

 

The Pickle Factory management are aware of the licensing objectives and their 
responsibilities. I believe the management are reactive to the concerns of police, local 
authority, residents, and the surrounding community. 

 

Throughout my audit I note the following key points. 

• The numbers of security personnel are more than adequate 4 to 270. The usual 
numbers of 1 security to 100 customers is bettered by the venue.  

 

• There was no evidence of drunkenness, violent crime, or anti-social behavior on 
my night’s visit.  

 

• There was no evidence of drug dealing or misuse in the immediate external area 
or venue.  

 

• Management is strong, knowledge was excellent, systems in place excellent.  

 

• Dispersal was impressive. Security and management are proactive in speaking 
with customers in requesting to keep moving and reduce noise. Vehicles moved 
on by security. Signage is prominent in the street re keeping noise levels to a 
minimum. 

 

I strongly believe this venue will not cause any licensing objective problems. If as will 
sometimes occasionally happen a serious incident was to arise, I would have faith that 
the staff I spoke with on my visit would react and deal with it professionally and correctly. 

 

This was a well-run venue on my nights visit, with a well-behaved clientele. I felt extremely 
comfortable and safe throughout.  

 

 

Page 163



12 
 

INDEPENDENT LICENSING COMPLIANCE VISIT: THE PICKLE FACTORY 14 THE OVAL CAMBRIDGE HEATH 
LONDON E2 9DT.  
 

It is a small venue with a 270 capacity. It comprises of one room with a dancefloor and 
DJ booth area and a small bar. There is also a storage room that is currently used for 
storage of equipment and as a cloakroom. It is not used for licensable activity. Again, well 
run, again felt very comfortable, the security is good as is the management. 

 

Well run venue, good security, good management, and staff. With the best set of 
customers age range from 20 to 50yrs I have seen.  

 

All matters relevant in the report on which my expert evidence is given has been included 
in this report. I believe the facts I state in this report are honest and true and that the 
opinions I have expressed are correct to the best of my judgement. The fee for this report 
is not conditional on the outcome of any future case, application or finding. My compliance 
visit was unannounced.  
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Annex A. 

DETAILS OF VISIT TO LICENSED 
PREMISES 
Premises The Pickle Factory 

Address 14 The Oval Cambridge Heath LONDON E2 9DT. 

Telephone No 

Email  

Day Date 
Time 

Commenced 

Time 

Concluded 
Log No 

FRIDAY 23/09/22 midnight 0700hrs 
Pickle 

Factory/1 

 

 

ATTENDING  

1. Mark HALTON (MJH LICENSING CONSULTANTS) Yes/No 

2.  

3.  

4.  

5.  

6.  

7.  

8.  
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REPRESENTATIVES OF OTHER AGENCIES 

Name From 

1. N/A  

2.  

3.  

4.  

 

 

MANAGEMENT (Record DOB & Contact details) 

Name of Designated Premises Supervisor Salma Massioui BELGADA 

Personal Licence No & Issuing authority 12749 Royal Greenwich 

DPS present    Yes/No. If no state reason why.  Yes 

  

  

Name of person in charge 
Salma Belgada/Archie 

McIntosh 

Area Manager's contact details As above  

Owning company's details Oval Venues Ltd. 

 

 

  

Page 166



15 
 

INDEPENDENT LICENSING COMPLIANCE VISIT: THE PICKLE FACTORY 14 THE OVAL CAMBRIDGE HEATH 
LONDON E2 9DT.  
 

SALE OF ALCOHOL & REGULATED ENTERTAINMENT 

SALE OF ALCOHOL: - Yes 

LIVE MUSIC: - Yes 

RECORDED MUSIC: - Yes 

Actual capacity? 270 capacity Now Running at 183 at 00.35hrs  

Number of customers present? 

183 00.50hrs 

Customer numbers do not exceed 250 

through the night. 

   

 

How was this calculated 

(clickers, tickets, guessed?) 

Tickets (£20) and clickers. Managers informed 

of numbers by security every 30 mins. 

Comments  

Customer entry/exit sheet completed. Timed 

in, Timed out. Mangers updated every 30 mins 

by security. 

 

 

SECURITY Yes 

Number of door staff at time of visit 4 

FULL NAME D.O.B. BADGE NO EXP DATE  COMMENTS 

1 A.NUR  

 

  

2 S. FARAH  

3 M. SPRINGER  
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4 R. DAWKINS  

 

  

5      

Name of Head Door Person Mr. Richard DAWKINS 

Name of Door Company London Protection Services 

Door staff log checked? Yes 

Comments 

 

 

Security Register. Log of security details kept 

by myself. All badges checked by myself. All 

correct. Incident log also checked, all correct 

and up to date. 

Do you operate a search policy? Yes 

Details 

 

All customers are searched. ID check on all 

customers, all custom subject to security 

wand search. On entry to foyer area prior to 

entry of steps to main space, pat down search 

and bags searched. Female security for female 

search. Pat downs, bag searches and security 

wands.  

What happens to any weapons 

or drugs you may seize during 

searches? 

Seized, recorded in drug seizure book, placed 

in safe and police called for pick up. All bags 

have serial number and seal. Witnessed by 

myself. 

Are weapons or drugs handed over to the police?  

1 Police contacted via 101. Still await collection after requests. 

2  

3  
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4  

What happens to any drugs you 

may seize during searches? 

Placed into holding box at door secure. 

Transferred to main safe placed into log 

and into main safe. Search seizure and 

secure box all covered by CCTV. 

 

RADIO LINK 

In House Radio?  Yes 

Number of radios? 8 

Who is in possession of the radios? All security, management, bar, reception, 

and cloak room. 

Comments 

 

Seen in operation, simple to use, effective 

in communicating. Excellent system. Very 

clear 

 

 

STATUTORY NOTICES  

Customs and Excise spirit measure? Yes 

Price list? Yes 

AWP permit S34? N/A 

AWP position? N/A 

Where tobacco is sold, is there a sign at point of sale? N/A 

Other  

 

LICENCES TO BE PRODUCED/DISPLAYED 

PREMISES LICENCE or CERTIFIED COPY (includes plan) Yes 
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PREMISES LICENCE SUMMARY DISPLAYED Yes 

 

STAFF 

How many bar staff? 2.  More than adequate no long wait or 

congregating at the bar seen. 

Comments More than adequate 

How many glass collectors? All plastic, no glass. Staff cleaning through 

venue all night. 

Do staff wear uniform or ID 

badges? 

No.  

Give details: Security SIA badges Black shirt and trousers, all 

wear High Vis jackets. 

 

TOILETS 

Toilets Male Female Unisex 

Checked Yes 

Security/Manager 

Yes 

Security/Manager 
N/A 

Toilet Attendants Yes Yes  

 

 

GLASSES & BOTTLES 

Are signs clearly displayed re removal of alcohol from 

premises? 
No 

Customers seen leaving premises with bottles/glasses? No 
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Give details Unable to. No glass. Drinks taken from custom if attempt 

to remove. I see no person attempting this.  

Are tables or other surfaces littered with empty 

bottles/glasses? 
No 

Is the dance floor clear of glass? Not Applicable 

No glass. 

Do you use safety glass? / Polycarbs? Yes. Everything 

plastic. All 

decentered into 

plastic. 

Details Plastic always used. 

Do you have secure bottle bins inside the venue? 

Yes, but for 

plastic and 

decanted cans. 

Details Behind bar and then taken to bottle bin outside which is securely 

locked. N/A on night of observation as no glass. 

Do you have secure bottle bins outside the venue? Yes 

Details Front of venue.  

Comments  

 

DRINKS 

Any drinks promotions or happy hours? No 

Details N/A 

 

DRUGS 
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Any indication that drugs are smoked/used on or within boundary of 

Licensed area of the premises? 
No 

Details Drug wipe of flat surface area in toilets proves negative.  

Any anti-drugs poster displayed? No 

Details There are frames for signage in female toilets. Use them.  

Do you have a drug safe? Yes 

 

CLIENTELE 

Are there any age policies in operation? Yes. 

Over 

18. 

How are these 

enforced? 

Challenge 25 in operation. ID checks on door (Driving licence or 

passport only).  

Describe clientele in general (age, dress, crowded, atmosphere, drunkenness) 

Comments Well behaved, mixed age range atmosphere, very comfortable, 

no drunkenness. 

 

CLOAKROOMS 

Is there a cloakroom? Yes 

How much per item? £2 

Comments Encourage use-Anti theft.  

 

FIRE EXITS 

Fire exits checked       Yes 
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Any locked / blocked No 

Comment 2 Fire exits both clear. 

GENERAL SAFETY 

Is one member of staff present now trained in First Aid? Yes 

Details 4 (DPS Salma is being placed on course also) 

What First Aid facilities do you 

have at your venue? 

Kit within office, behind bar, 2 in cloakroom 

checked weekly. All main areas 4 in total. 

Are any crime prevention posters displayed? No 

Details  

Do you have any of the following? 

Staff Lockers No 

Roving Security Yes 

Customer Lockers No 

 

CCTV 

Do you have a C.C.T.V. system? Yes 

Does it record images? Yes 

Does it have audio recording facilities? No 

How many cameras do you have? 12 

Details 
Licensed area fully covered. The image is clear. Request for image 

complied with, within 5 minutes. 

Is your CCTV system digital? Yes 

*FULLY COMPLIANT WITH CONDITION* 
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GENERAL INFORMATION 

A good compliance visit. Everything in place everything recorded, strong management 

(Salma and Archie) and staff. New Security were good. I would have confidence that they 

would deal with any incident in the correct manner. No offences and no breaches 

committed. There are no problems observed. Just a couple of quick fixes. Although I did 

not witness drug misuse in the toilets, more can be done on the prevention front. Place 

signage behind cubicle doors, you already have the empty frames. I would also remove 

the toilet lids (not seats!), they serve no purpose and can be used for drug taking. The 

cubicle doors could be top and bottomed. More lighting at front of venue to assist in ID 

checks and searching. Customers are very well behaved and polite, particularly at the end 

of the night. My audit is an accurate and true reflection of my visit. 

 __________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Arrangements made for DPS/Further action NO 

Time & Date  

Name Position Tel No 

1.   

2.   
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Images 

1. The Pickle Factory Queue. ID check and search. 

2. Metal detecting search wand. 

3. Signage re.drugs at entry. 

4. Empty queue area 1.35am . 

5. Signage re.customers leaving quietly. 

6. Free water available at the door and throughout venue. 

7. Challenge 25 signage.  
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1. 
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2. 
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3. 
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4. 
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5. 
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6. 
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7. 
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 LICENSING CONSULTANTS 
' rvations and investigations' 
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Independent Licensing Visit 

 

 

Introduction. 

 

I have been asked to conduct an unannounced impartial licensing compliance visit on the 
events venue Oval Space 29-32 The Oval Cambridge Heath London E2 9DT.    

 

I am aware that the venue currently operates under a premises licence that currently may 
operate until 06.00hrs on forty-four occasions throughout the year. I am further aware that 
the venue has been subject to a licensing review of its premises licence. The review was 
instigated by police and resulted in a reduction of hour to 04.00hrs and the addition of 
numerous conditions to its licence.  

 

I conducted the compliance visit from 23.00hrs to 04.00hrs and 05.00hrs until 07.00hrs 
on the following date – 

 

Friday 4th March 2022 following into Saturday 5th March 2022. 
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Personal – Mark Halton. 

 

I have retired from the Metropolitan Police Service, completing 30 year’s exemplary 
service.  

1985 – 1987: Westminster Response team police officer 

1987 – 1997: Central Clubs & Vice Unit CO14 posting within as follows: 

• 1987 – 1988: Street Offences Squad dealing with street prostitution, brothels, 
massage parlors, illegal gaming/casino and both licensed and unlicensed venues 
for the sale of alcohol 

• 1988 – 1990: Obscene Publications Unit 
• 1990 – 1993: Field Intelligence officer CO14 Clubs & Vice. Covert policing, 

surveillance; drugs test purchaser and financial investigator used primarily in the 
night club economy specialising in nightclubs and bars 

• 1993 – 1997: Clubs & Vice Licensing Unit. Supervising and dealing with licensing 
prosecutions, administration, and applications 

1997 – 2001: Westminster Borough Licensing Co-Coordinator. Supervising all licensing 
teams within the Borough, modifying police processes, particularly prosecutions.  

2002 – 2006: Westminster Police Licensing Team. Set up the unit and supervised, wrote 
the crime reduction management document, and assisted with the Westminster 
Statement of Licensing Policy.  

2007 – 2010: Camden Borough Police Response Team. 

2010 – 2012: Police Licensing Advisor Home Office. Secondment 

• Ran and supervised the Home Office Intensive Support Visit program (ISV) 
supplying training on legislation, powers and practical implementation to police 
forces and local authorities nationally. Completed submissions for response to 
Prime Ministerial Questions (PMQs), advice to various ministers including the 
Home Secretary. Wrote the then Home Office guidance on expedited reviews and 
section 19 closure notices. Sat on the boards of Best Bar None, Pub Watch and 
Purple Flag. During this time assisted in the licensing of the Olympics 2012. 

2013 – 2015: Richmond Borough Police Licensing Team. Supervised and organised the 
police licensing for the Rugby World Cup 2015. 

 

 

Page 185



3 
 

INDEPENDENT LICENSING COMPLIANCE VISIT: OVAL SPACE 29-32 THE OVAL CAMBRIDGE HEATH 
LONDON E2 9DT.  
 

Since retirement I have completed over eighty licensing visits, both overt and covert. 
Assisting with and ensuring compliance. I have further supplied witness testimony as an 
expert at both the Courts and Local Authority licensing hearings. I can do so because of 
my previous policing experience and my work post service. I consider myself to be an 
expert within this field. 

A Home Office qualified Crime Reduction Officer, Crime Prevention Design Advisor and 
CCTV system approved officer. An expert in crime reduction measures and getting 
venues experiencing problems back on track. 
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Independent Compliance Visit 

 

• Full premises inspection record at Annex A. 

 

 
• I attended the venue at 23.00hrs. 

 

 
• There are four security positioned within a corridor of metal barricades leading to 

a foyer to the venue. Three are at the front of the corridor (two males one female) 
and one positioned six feet behind. The security have SIA badges clearly displayed.  

 

 
• All persons entering are asked for ID. On speaking with DPS Ross MELLIN later 

in the evening the ID asked for is passport or driving licence only. 

 

 
• Customers are allowed through in small groups of four or less at any one time. 

 

 
• All persons at front of barricade are pat down searched and a metal detecting 

search wand is used again on all persons entering. After customers walk through 
this, they then are led into holding area prior to entering foyer. Within foyer is a 
table with four security members (two male, two female) these conduct a further 
search of the customers including emptying of bags and handbags. Through the 
night every person I see enter goes through this process. During the two and a half 
hours combined I am witnessing this. I see no weapons or drugs seized. I do see 
alcohol seized by persons attempting to bring it in. This is placed in bin; the 
customers are asked if it can be thrown away or would they like to take it away and 
not return. The custom I witnessed allowed the alcohol to be thrown away.  
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• Between 23.00 and 23.30 there are customers leaving from a live music event at 
the venue. The customers awaiting entry are held back until the music event 
customers leave. This means a thirty minute longer wait than usual for customers 
waiting to enter. The exit and the entry and re-entry of customers is impressive. 
The queue remains good natured throughout and is kept up to date at regular 
intervals by managers and security. What is good to see is security not just policing 
queue from the front but walking along its length to ensure they remain on footpath, 
keep them informed and ensure there is no congestion with parked cars. The 
security also encompass patrols of the local area (The Oval, Emma Street, 
Hackney Road). They dealt with vehicle causing obstruction outside the post office 
professionally and effectively. Commendable as shows to me they are aware of 
any perceived problems and put in place operationally steps to remove.     

 

• There is a new security company (Full Force). 

         

 
• I observe a group of three females attempting to gain entry. They have no ID as 

proof of age and are not allowed entry. All dealt with politely and professionally. 

 

 
• I introduce myself to security ask to speak with the person in charge and explain 

why I am there; I notice that security at the door have body cams on their person 
that are recording all their interactions and searches. Security radio for Ross. A 
male walks over from the island at the centre of the Oval and Introduces himself 
as Mr. Ross MELLIN the manager. 

 

 
• We walk into the foyer to the right of the search table is a further higher table upon 

this is an incident logbook and sign in sheet for security. If seizures or incidents 
are recorded, they are transferred at the end of the night to an electronic database. 
The security sign in sheet has names only and no SIA badge numbers. I ask about 
this and I am informed that all the numbers of those working tonight are kept within 
a register in the cash office. I check this later in the night and confirm it is true. 
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• I do ask that the SIA numbers are recorded at the door with the names for ease of 
access by authorities if requesting. A simple fix. I must also state that security all 
had SIA badges on display, these were correct and checked. The incident book 
had no incidents or seizures recorded as there had not been any. I asked that if 
this was the case, they should mark up the day with an entry and show No incidents 
No seizures. As if left blank it could be construed that no recording of actual 
incidents is taking place.   

 

 
• I ask Mr. MELLIN if he is a personal licence holder. He is. I further request him to 

produce it, which he does. Mr. MELLIN is the DPS. Mr. MELLIN is very 
experienced in running late night venues and has run such for the last eight years. 
In conversation he states that he believes there is now more in the way of support 
for him, as he looked at the management structure and is making the following 
changes and implementations Mr. Chris HOWE is to be employed as Duty 
Manager a personal licence holder, first aid trained, and SIA registered. Miss 
Salma BELGADA Assistant Manager currently employed as manager at a licensed 
venue in Mayfair, experienced and a personal licence holder. A Bar Manager, role 
currently not filled although likely to be the current temporary manager. Mr. 
MELLIN feels this will definitely give a structured support improving the venue and 
how it is run. There is further to these changes a weekly operations meeting. 

 

 
• Training – Further staff are being trained in the use of CCTV system and how to 

download images. Has expressed interest in risk reduction and crime scene 
preservation training in case of serious assault and police and LAS being called. I 
am willing to provide.     

 

 
• I ask to see the full premises licence. This is produced. I then go through all the 

conditions contained within. Knowledge exceedingly good. Fully compliant with all 
mandatory, volunteered, and proposed conditions added at the review hearing. All 
covered within the text of this report. Extremely Impressive.   
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• I see the premises licence summary clearly and correctly displayed. I see the Daily 
Incident Report log, Security Time Sheet and log, Clickers in use, all legible and 
produced within minutes of request. Longer records on database within cash office.  

 

 

• Within the cash office I see the written search policy, the weapons/drug policy, 
dispersal policy and drug safe (the key is held by managers only). I further am 
shown the risk assessments for Events and training records for induction and 
Health & Safety. 

 

 
• The capacity is 972. This did not exceed 750 on the night. Record kept of all 

persons entering and leaving, entry by tickets or cash all recorded by security with 
clickers. There is no re-entry. This record is relayed to managers every 30 minutes 
by security via radio. The venue has also created its own WhatsApp group for 
access to operational records. Mr. MERRIN can also access the CCTV system via 
his mobile phone. 

 

 
• Mr. MERRIN states he would like to join any clubwatch or pubwatch that there is 

in place.    

 

 
• There is no glass at the venue. All plastic. Everything decanted including 

champagne and wine. 

 

 
• Challenge 25 is in place. Refusals now registered electronically at bar. Signage 

behind bar.  

 

 
• There are no drinks promotions at this venue. 
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• At 23.00hrs There are sixteen members of security including four female members 

of security I personally observe. There are three further security employed at The 
Pickle Bar across the road (owned by the same company) and two further street 
wardens to assist with vehicular traffic and parking. Throughout this visit, I will 
comment that I am impressed with the security. They are all smartly dressed, 
wearing high visibility jackets, polite, professional, and clearly displaying SIA 
badges. I will further mention that the positioning of security within the venue 
incorporating vetting and searching at foyer entry to the open space itself is very 
good. Static points within are maintained by those tasked as are roving patrols, not 
only well managed by security head but also venue management. Security 
members at doors wear bodycams. I can find no fault with security. Very good. 
 

 

 
• Searches on all customers entering. Female security for female custom searches. 

 

 
• Drugs that are seized are placed into sealed reference numbered drug bags and 

placed in safe within office. Police are contacted and pick them up. All seizures 
recorded. There have been two recently the 23/02/22 & 01/03/22. 

 

 
• CCTV system viewed by myself. Comprehensive. Image can be downloaded 

immediately by Mr. MERRIN. Further staff to be trained. 

 

 
• Letter of delegated authority on display in cash office when DPS is absent.   
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• Toilets have had flat surfaces removed within. The cubicle doors have been top 
and bottomed (removed) to make easy access and improve visibility. Locks are 
flimsy and can be opened from outside. Toilet attendant present. Is employed by 
the venue and not outside company. Very good as improves control. There are 
empty signage frames behind each cubicle door, please use them for anti-drug 
signage. I wiped toilet lid with drugs wipes all negative. Please remove toilet lid, 
not needed. Only preventative as I saw no usage within venue.  

 

 
• Police visit at 00.40hrs. Management spoke with them. On return Mr. MERRIN 

stated they were happy with everything and no problems. I agree with their 
observation. 

 

 
• At 01.15hrs. Security and Mr. MERRIN cleaning up the refuse from street. 

Impressive. 

 

 
• Post 04.45hrs, customers begin to leave the venue, once persons have reached 

the outside of the venue some stop and congregate to chat, wait for taxis or 
friends. This creates a potential problem as I have witnessed previously if 
security do not engage with these persons. Security moves the crowd along and 
away from the area. Excellent work particularly by head of security engaging. 

 

   

• At 05.30hrs the street and persons leaving is a lot clearer. Security have 
conversed with patrons leaving and moving on those that stop. I count twelve 
security on the street, excellent. I also witness management picking refuse from 
the street and placing it into bins as they had done through the night. Above and 
beyond commendable. 
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• Exodus of customers. Well behaved crowd. I observe no crime, anti-social 
behavior, or rowdiness. Security quickly clears the front of venue ensuring 
everyone is leaving safely. I see twelve members of security and venue 
management keeping the footpath and road clear of customers leaving. The exit 
of customers was extremely well handled by security.    

 

 

• At 07.00hrs. I conclude my visit. 
 

 

• The atmosphere was relaxed, and I felt comfortable. I saw no evidence of 
drunkenness and crime and disorder throughout the visit. The management both 
operationally and strategically was very good. 
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Conclusion. 

 

The Oval Space is from my visit a venue very much aware of its licensing objective 
responsibilities. I believe the owners and management are reactive to the concerns of 
police, local authority, residents, and the surrounding community. 

 

Throughout my audit I note the following key points. 

• The numbers of security personnel are far more than other venues of a similar size 
and or nature. 16 to 972 is in my opinion more than adequate. The usual numbers 
of 1 security to 100 customers will be far exceeded even when the venue operates 
at full capacity.   

 

• There was no evidence of drunkenness, violent crime, or anti-social behavior on 
my night’s visit.  

 

• There was no evidence of drug dealing or misuse in the immediate external area 
or venue. I saw two males smoking cannabis in Emily Street away from the venue. 

 

• Management is strong, knowledge was excellent, systems in place excellent.  

 

• Dispersal was impressive. The barriers funnel persons leaving away from the 
venue towards Hackney Road, security and management are proactive in 
speaking with customers in requesting to keep moving and reduce noise. Vehicles 
moved on by security.  

 

I strongly believe this venue with its improved management and security will not cause 
any licensing objective problems. If as will sometimes occasionally happen a serious 
incident was to arise, I would have faith that the staff I spoke with on my visit would react 
and deal with it professionally and correctly. 
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During my time supervising the Westminster Police licensing Unit. I supervised at its peak 
over 3,500 premises. I do not believe I would have launched a review of this premises. 
Having looked at the review launched by police and evidence tendered, the offences 
alleged are difficult to tie to the venue at all or in one case no crimed. My compliance visit 
has shown a venue that is professionally managed with exemplary systems in place. 
Sadly, offences happen at the best run premises, and it should be a question of how a 
venue deals with such offences and what they have in place to reduce the risk of offences 
arising. This is a well-run venue. I saw excellent management, excellent security, 
excellent systems in place, great communication and respect for the police and its 
neighboring community. They have and are willing to work with everyone involved.    

 

This was a well-run venue on my nights visit, with a well-behaved clientele. I felt extremely 
comfortable and safe throughout.  

 

During the course of my observation, I had occasion to enter a venue owned by the same 
company. This venue was called The Pickle Factory 13-14 The Oval E2 9DU and is 
directly across from the Oval Space. It is smaller with a 280 capacity. It comprises of one 
room with a dancefloor and small bar contained within there is also a storage room that 
is currently used for storage of equipment and as a cloakroom. It is not used for licensable 
activity. Again, well run, again felt very comfortable, the security is good as is the 
management. 

 

All matters relevant in the report on which my expert evidence is given has been included 
in this report. I believe the facts I state in this report are honest and true and that the 
opinions I have expressed are correct to the best of my judgement. The fee for this report 
is not conditional on the outcome of any future case, application or finding. My compliance 
visit was unannounced.  
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Annex A. 

DETAILS OF VISIT TO LICENSED 
PREMISES 
Premises Oval Space 

Address 29-32 The Oval Cambridge Heath LONDON E2 9DT. 

Telephone No 0207 183 4422 

Email  

Day Date 
Time 

Commenced 

Time 

Concluded 
Log No 

FRIDAY 04/03/22 2300hrs 0700hrs Oval space/1 

 

 

ATTENDING  

1. Mark HALTON (MJH LICENSING CONSULTANTS) Yes/No 

2.  

3.  

4.  

5.  

6.  

7.  

8.  
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REPRESENTATIVES OF OTHER AGENCIES 

Name From 

1. N/A  

2.  

3.  

4.  

 

 

MANAGEMENT (Record DOB & Contact details) 

Name of Designated Premises Supervisor Mr. Ross MELLIN 

Personal Licence No & Issuing authority 20/03097/LIPERS Lambeth 

DPS present    Yes/No. If no state reason why.  Yes 

  

  

Name of person in charge Mr. Ross MELLIN 

Area Manager's contact details As above  

Owning company's details Oval Venues Ltd. 
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SALE OF ALCOHOL & REGULATED ENTERTAINMENT 

SALE OF ALCOHOL: - Yes 

LIVE MUSIC: - Yes 

RECORDED MUSIC: - Yes 

Actual capacity? 972 Now Running at 542 at 01.50hrs  

Number of customers present? 

01.50hrs 542 

Customer numbers do not exceed 750 

through the night. 

   

 

How was this calculated 

(clickers, tickets, guessed?) 

Tickets and clickers. Managers informed of 

numbers by security every 30 mins. 

Comments  

Customer entry/exit sheet completed. Timed 

in, Timed out. Mangers updated every 30 mins 

by security. 

 

 

SECURITY Yes 

Number of door staff at time of visit 16 at 11.30pm 

FULL NAME D.O.B. BADGE NO EXP DATE  COMMENTS 

1      

2 *NB. All Further 16 Door Supervisor details have been recorded separately 

by myself. All have been checked and all are compliant. The details and 

record of the security personnel are kept by myself and can be produced 

to and for inspection by the relevant statutory authorities upon request*  
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3      

4      

5      

Name of Head Door Person Mr. Emanuel OKOTIE 

Name of Door Company Full Force Security 

Door staff log checked? Yes 

Comments 

 

 

Security Register. Log of security details kept 

by myself. All badges checked by myself. All 

correct. Incident log also checked, all correct 

and up to date. 

Do you operate a search policy? Yes 

Details 

 

All customers are searched. After ID check at 

front of queue, all custom subject to security 

wand search. On entry to foyer area prior to 

entry of steps to main space, pockets 

emptied, pat down search and bags searched. 

Female security for female search. Pat downs, 

pockets emptied, bag searches and security 

wands.   

What happens to any weapons 

or drugs you may seize during 

searches? 

Seized, recorded in drug seizure book, placed 

in safe and police called for pick up. All bags 

have serial number and seal. 

Are weapons or drugs handed over to the police? Yes 

1 Police have recently collected on the following dates 23/02/22 and 

01/03/22. Signed for by police refs and shoulder no’s taken. Police 

stated happy with system. 
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2  

3  

4  

What happens to any drugs you 

may seize during searches? 

As Above. 

 

RADIO LINK 

In House Radio?  Yes 

Number of radios? 30 

Who is in possession of the radios? 16 security, management, bar staff, 

reception, and cloak room. 

Comments 

 

Seen in operation, simple to use, effective 

in communicating. Excellent system. 

 

 

STATUTORY NOTICES  

Customs and Excise spirit measure? Yes 

Price list? Yes 

AWP permit S34? N/A 

AWP position? N/A 

Where tobacco is sold, is there a sign at point of sale? N/A 

Other  

 

LICENCES TO BE PRODUCED/DISPLAYED 

PREMISES LICENCE or CERTIFIED COPY (includes plan) Yes 
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PREMISES LICENCE SUMMARY DISPLAYED Yes 
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STAFF 

How many bar staff? 12.  More than adequate no long wait or 

congregating at the bar. 

Comments More than adequate 

How many glass collectors? All plastic, no glass. 2 staff cleaning through 

venue all night. 

Do staff wear uniform or ID 

badges? 

No. Venue is looking into staff uniform at the 

moment. All bar staff wear black clothing at 

moment  

Give details: Security SIA badges Black shirt and trousers, all 

wear High Vis jackets. 

 

TOILETS 

Toilets Male Female Unisex 

Checked Yes Yes Yes 

Toilet Attendants 

Yes Yes 

In foyer SIA 

security on the 

door 

 

 

GLASSES & BOTTLES 

Are signs clearly displayed re removal of alcohol from 

premises? 
No 

Customers seen leaving premises with bottles/glasses? No 

Give details Unable to. No glass. Drinks taken from custom if attempt 

to remove. I see no person attempting this.  
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Are tables or other surfaces littered with empty 

bottles/glasses? 
No 

Is the dance floor clear of glass? Not Applicable 

No glass. 

Do you use safety glass? / Polycarbs? Yes. Everything 

plastic. Even 

champagne 

decentered into 

plastic. 

Details Used on risk assessment basis. 

Do you have secure bottle bins inside the venue? Yes 

Details Behind bar and then taken to bottle bin outside which is securely 

locked. N/A on night of observation as no glass. 

Do you have secure bottle bins outside the venue? Yes 

Details Front of venue padlocked secure.  

Comments  

 

DRINKS 

Any drinks promotions or happy hours? No 

Details N/A 

 

DRUGS 

Any indication that drugs are smoked/used on or within boundary of 

Licensed area of the premises? 
No 

Details Drug wipe of flat surface area in toilets proves negative.  
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Any anti-drugs poster displayed? No 

Details There are frames for signage behind doors in cubicle. Use them. 

Currently empty. 

Do you have a drug safe? Yes 

 

CLIENTELE 

Are there any age policies in operation? Yes. 

Over 

18. 

How are these 

enforced? 

Challenge 25 in operation. ID checks on door (Driving licence or 

passport only).  

Describe clientele in general (age, dress, crowded, atmosphere, drunkenness) 

Comments Well behaved, mixed age range atmosphere, very comfortable, 

no drunkenness 

 

CLOAKROOMS 

Is there a cloakroom? Yes 

How much per item? £2 

Comments Encourage use-Anti theft.  

 

FIRE EXITS 

Fire exits checked       Yes 

Any locked / blocked No 

Comment  
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GENERAL SAFETY 

Is one member of staff present now trained in First Aid? Yes 

Details Three 

What First Aid facilities do you 

have at your venue? 

Kit within cash office, checked weekly. All 

main areas 12 in total. 

Are any crime prevention posters displayed? No 

Details  

Do you have any of the following? 

Staff Lockers Yes 

Roving Security Yes 

Customer Lockers No 

 

CCTV 

Do you have a C.C.T.V. system? Yes 

Does it record images? Yes 

Does it have audio recording facilities? No 

How many cameras do you have? 36 

Details 
Licensed area fully covered. The image is clear. Request for image 

complied with, within 2 minutes. 

Is your CCTV system digital? Yes 

*FULLY COMPLIANT WITH CONDITION* 
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GENERAL INFORMATION 

A Particularly good compliance visit. One of the best I have done on this type of venue 

unannounced. Everything in place everything recorded, by what appears strong new 

management (Special mention to new manager Ross MELLIN, extremely competent and 

great previous experience) and staff. Security was exceptionally good. I would have 

confidence that they would deal with any incident in the correct manner.  No offences and 

no breaches committed. There would be no negative impact on the licensing objectives in 

my opinion if this management team and security were in situ. Just a couple of quick 

fixes. Although I did not witness drug misuse in the toilets, more can be done on the 

prevention front. Place signage behind cubicle doors, you already have the empty frames. 

I would also remove the toilet lids (not seats!), they serve no purpose and can be used for 

drug taking. SIA badge numbers next to names on security sign in sheet in foyer. Easier 

than having to travel up to cash office. My audit is an accurate and true reflection of my 

visit. 

 __________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Arrangements made for DPS/Further action NO 

Time & Date  

Name Position Tel No 

1.   

2.   
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Images 

1. Oval Space Queue. Kept to footway safely by security. 

2. ID check area by security. 

3. Metal detecting search wand. 

4.  Signage at entry/foyer. 

5. Full search table with security. 

6. Ticket check and cloakroom. 

7. Challenge 25 signage. 

8. Plastic glasses. 

9. Security dispersing and speaking with custom in street. 

10. Road outside venue, cleared of custom 5.11am.  
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1.
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2. 
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3. 
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4. 
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5. 
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6. 
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7. 
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8. 
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9. 
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10. 

 

 

Page 217



35 
 

INDEPENDENT LICENSING COMPLIANCE VISIT: OVAL SPACE 29-32 THE OVAL CAMBRIDGE HEATH 
LONDON E2 9DT.  
 

MJH LICENSING CONSULTANTS 
'Specialists in risk reduction, training, compliance, observations and investigations' 
Mark Halton | Licence Consultant | 07900 806 864 
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should be sent to 
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116 Quayside 
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NE1 3DY Tel: 0113 234 3055 

 

info@woodswhur.co.uk 
www.woodswhur.co.uk 

Directors: Patrick M Whur • Andrew J Woods • Consultant: Colin Manchester 
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Dear Mark,  
 
Oval Space, 29-32 The Oval, London E2 PDT 
 
I’ve now had an opportunity to meet my clients and discuss the current position with them.  
 
As you are aware, summary review timescales make getting information together quickly quite difficult - 
not helped by the bank holiday weekend. 
 
However, having now discussed this with them, we would be keen to meet you if at all possible on 
Monday or Tuesday to discuss this position before the hearing.  
 
Our position that we would put to you and to the Licensing Authority is as follows:- 
 
1. That the premises licence is varied in such a way that it can only operate for standard hours, and the 
non-standard timings (extending the hours to 0400) be removed.  
2. That Joe Splain will have no management control/capacity at the premises.  
3. That the door company employed on the evening of the incident be removed from working for the 
company.  
4. That all door staff who were working on the evening of the incident will not be employed by the new 
door company at any Oval venues premises. 
5. That the new security team put in place, and security plan be agreed with you prior to the premises 
reopening.  
6. That the programming and the content of the premises and booking policy (for corporate events and 
live/pre-recorded music) at the premises be supplied to you prior to the premises re-opening. 
7. That the event calendar be agreed with you prior to re-opening.  
8. That an independent experienced consultant will be instructed by Woods Whur Solicitors to make 
unannounced visits at the premises to conduct compliance audits. These audits will be conducted at least 
six times per year. The report prepared by the compliance auditor will be sent to Metropolitan Police and 
Local Authority Licensing enforcement officers.  
 
Please find also a copy of Mark Halton’s report when he attended unannounced to carry out a compliance 

audit previously at the premises. 
 
We can confirm also that Archie Macintosh will be retained as the point of contact between the premises 
licence holder and the Metropolitan Police Service. Until recently, he has been employed on a new project 
in Manchester, and will be moved to carry out a supervisory role at the premises should they reopen.  

Our ref     PW/BM/OVA001-3-3/6123 

Your ref     

 
Sent by email: 
 
 
 
 
 22 September 2022 
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I appreciate that it is difficult to factor in a time to meet, but hope in all of the circumstances you could 
find a time on Monday or Tuesday to meet myself, Dean James, the Designated Premises Supervisor, and 
Archie Macintosh.  
 
We look forward to hearing from you. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
Patrick Whur 
Woods Whur 
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